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The Newark Public Schools  

Historical Preservation Committee  

MISSION 

 

The Newark Public Schools Historical Preservation Committee was formed to 
honor the rich heritage of one of the nation's oldest school districts. The 
committee will chronical the district's history; preserve documents, artifacts 
and school buildings; and share the history at a permanent historic site.  
 
 
 
The Chronology of the Newark Public Schools is the second in a series of 
publications that we hope will help to inform and instill a sense of pride in our 
Newark history. 
 
 
This document reflects the most accurate and current information available to 
the editing committee at the time of publication; relying on primary documents 
and historical resources 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Edition: 2020 
Second Edition: 2023 

 



 

The Newark Public School District  

Historical Preservation Committee  

GOALS 

 

¶ To establish a policy and guidelines for the preservation and archiving of 

historically valuable artifacts of the Newark Public Schools. 

 

¶ To establish repositories within the schools for the collection and 

preservation of valuable documents and materials relating to the history 

of the school district which otherwise would be lost. 

 

¶ To develop and keep current a chronology of significant events in the 

Newark Public Schools. 

 

¶ To identify and nominate public schools for listing on the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

 

¶ To establish a permanent Newark Public Schools museum. 

 

¶ To have students become involved with the archiving and chronicling 

process.  

 

¶ To develop collaborative working relationships with alumni associations 

and other preservation organizations. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 
1666 Newark was founded in 1666, when a group of puritans led by 

Robert Treat relocated from New Haven, Connecticut. The group 

included John Catlin, who would become Newarkôs first schoolmaster 

10 years later. 

 

1676 ñThe early records of the 

town, as preserved in the 

old town book, show that 

the original settlers of 

Newark concerted 

measures in town meeting 

as early as 1676 to provide 

a school master and 

accommodations for a 

school in the township. A 

school master was procured, but there is no evidence that his salary 

was paid by the town. It is more probable . . . that he was paid for his 

services by the voluntary subscriptions and payments of the parents 

and guardians of the children whom he instructed.ò 

 

 John Catlin was appointed as the townshipôs first schoolmaster, 

teaching arithmetic, reading and writing in his home. He also served 

as the townshipôs attorney, and in 1681 was appointed as justice of 

the peace.    

 

1700 According to the 1855 Report of the Superintendent, the first 

building specifically built as a school house was erected ñabout the 

year 1700.ò It was a one story stone building, located on Market Street 

between Halsey and Broad Streets.   

 

1728 The Lyons Farm School was constructed at the intersection of the 

Road to Elizabethtown (now Elizabeth Avenue) and Pot Pie Lane (now 

Chancellor Avenue).   

 

1740 

 

 

 

 

1747 

The Reverend Aaron Burr Sr., minister at Newarkôs Presbyterian 

Church (father of Aaron Burr Jr, future Vice 

President of the United States) established a 

Latin school for the children of his congregation. 

 

Aaron Burr Sr. became the second president of 

the College of New Jersey, (later renamed 

Princeton University) and relocated the school to 

Newark. 
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1748 The first commencement of the College of New Jersey (later Princeton 

University) was held at Newarkôs First Presbyterian Church. There were 

six graduates. 

 

1768 William Haddon established a private school in Newark that would 

later became Newark   Academy. 

 

1769 In 1769 the city fathers took steps to establish a public school 

system. On March 14, the town records show an appropriation of 

money for the free education of the poor. 

 

1774 Town records indicate that "...a schoolhouse may be built on any of 

the common land in Newark..." and that ñ...the poor children shall be 

constantly sent to school, at the expense of the person who takes 

them."  As a result, the first Newark Academy school house was 

erected. 

 

1784 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1790 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1792 

The Lyons Farm School was rebuilt 

as a stone building. The original Lyons 

Farm School building had been 

burned down by the British during the 

Revolutionary War.  

 

 

 

The first free school, and first night school in Newark, opened by 

Reverend Moses Combs for the apprentices working in successful 

shoe making and leather goods factories in Newark. This was a 

private school, not operated by the town. The curriculum focused on 

the three ñRòs. Some adults also attended classes. Many historians 

consider this Newarkôs first vocational 

school 

 

Newark Academy relocated to a new, 

large brick building at the corner of 

Broad and Academy Streets.  The 

original Newark Academy building had 

been burned to the ground by the 

British in 1780 during the 

Revolutionary War. 

 

1797 The White School House was erected ñat the south end of townò 

(Washington and Spruce Streets and Clinton Avenue). It was a private 

institution under the jurisdiction of trustees selected by the town 

meeting; and was supported by the tuition for the pupils. The school 

was destroyed by fire a few years later.  
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1804 The Market Street School building was 

erected by Moses Combs for his school 

for the apprentices in his leather goods 

factory. The building was located on 

Market Street, near Plane Street (now 

University Avenue). The first floor of the 

building was used as a church; the 

second floor served as a school. The 

building later became the Boy's Lodging 

House (a private institution) 

 

 

 

1807 The Franklin School House (a private school) was erected on Fair 

Street (now Lafayette Street). The building was later leased and used 

by the district. 

 

1809 The Union School House was built on New Street (private 

institution).The building was   demolished in 1856. 
 

1813 The following resolution was passed by the Town Committee: 

ñResolved, that five hundred dollars be raised for the schooling of 

poor children, to be placed in the hands of the Town Committee for 

said purpose.ò Thereby creating the first free school operated by the 

town (also referred to as the Poor School and/or Charity School). 

From 1813 until the formal incorporation of the City of Newark in 1836 

money was allocated at the annual town meeting for the education of 

poor children, even though the towns of New Jersey at that time had 

no legal authority to levy taxes for educational purposes. 

 

1814 Newarkôs first school board was created when the town committee 

approved the creation of a seven-member Committee to Examine the 

Poor School. 

 

1819 The town committee was "instructed to fix up and prepare a room in 

the upper part of Market Street for the use of the Free School at the 

town expense." 

 

1822 The Female Union School, located on Harrison Street, was 

established and funded through the efforts of a number of charitable 

ladies. After 1824 it was also partially sustained by public funds. 

 

1825 The teachers at the Male Free School were instructed to introduce 

the Lancastrian system of teaching in the school, which emphasized 

peer to peer monitoring. 
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1826 The Male Free School was changed from a free to a tuition school. 

 

1828 The State of New Jersey made available a "...portion of the income 

of the State school funds among the several townships of the State."  

The town appropriated $100 "for the poor colored children's 

instruction in the township." 

 

1829 For the first time state aid is authorized in support of public 

education. Newark receives $4,291.48 from the state. The township 

allocates an additional $1,000.00.   

 

The school committee was instructed to report annually to the town 

meeting"...of the different free schools in the township."  

 

1830 The town received a $5,000 bequest from the estate of Thomas 

Longworth, the income from which, beginning in 1831, became a part 

of the funds for public education. 

 

1836 The town received a bequest of $4,000 from the estate of Stephen 

Sayers, the income to be used for the education of the poor. 

 

 The City of Newark is formally incorporated. As 

part of the plan the city is divided into 4 wards. 

 

The original Charter of the City of Newark 

provided for the annual election of a school 

committee, as well as a public school to be 

established in each of the four wards. Each school was to have a 

male and female department. 

 

1838 Newarkôs first high school (the third established in the U.S.) was 

located on the second floor of Nathan Hedgesô schoolhouse on Bank 

Street.  Nathan Hedges served as the principal of the boys only 

institution.    

 

A 1988 Newark Evening News article, celebrating the 150th 

anniversary of the high school, had the following description of the 

school: 

 

The school building was old and drafty. The 91 students were 

orphans and boys from poor families. And yet it was the start of 

something big and, to generations that followed, something 

wonderful. 
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Additionally, a public school was established in each of the cityôs four 

wards 

     North Ward: Washington School, Orange Street 

     East Ward: Basement of the church on Market Street  

     (near the New Jersey Railroad Depot) 

    South Ward: Basement of the Methodist Episcopal Church on 

    Franklin Street 

    West Ward: The Male Department was located in the first story of 

    the Nathan Hedges School House on Bank Street. The Female 

    Department took over the Female Union School on Harrison 

    Street. 

 

All of these schools were established in rented spaces. The town did 

not own any school buildings. 

                                                     

1844 Newarkôs first school building funded with public money was 

erected. It was located on part of a lot bounded by Court, Hill, Halsey 

and Broad Streets, and was named the Third Ward School.  Up to 

this time, free public education had been carried on in rented 

buildings. After this date, most of the school buildings that were 

erected were paid for by municipal funds and belonged to the 

township. 

 

1845 

 

State Street School opened. 

It is the oldest public school 

building    still standing in the 

City of Newark. 

 

The Franklin Institute was 

established by Professor J.J. 

Mapes, father of Mary Mapes 

Dodge (author of Hans 

Brinker). It was located between Plane and High Streets (now 

University Avenue and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard). 
 

1848 Lafayette Street School opened. It is the oldest building still in use 

as a school in Newark.  

 

 The Female Union School building became the Protestant Foster 

Home.   

 

The city is reorganized into 5 wards. 

 

1849 Wickliffe Street School opened, originally called Boys' Industrial. 
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1850 The State Legislature passed an act authorizing municipalities to 

establish public schools. The legislation further mandated the 

creation of a Board of Education in Newark; composed of two 

representatives elected from each of the Cityôs wards. 

 

1851 Newarkôs first Board of Education was established in response to 

the legislation passed in 1850.  Samuel H. Pennington, President; 

Frederick W. Richard, Secretary 

 

 The 6th and 7th Wards were created 

 

The Sixth Ward School opened, later renamed Morton Street 

School. 

1852 The City purchased the lot at the intersection of Washington and 

Linden Streets (future site of the Essex Market and now part of 

Rutgers Newark) for $5,000 as the location for the high school 

building. 

                                                           

1853 The New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) was founded to 

ñimprove public education and elevate the teaching profession.ò  

 

The 8th Ward was created. 

 

1854 The Board of Education assumed control of the educational 

programs at two industrial schools in the city. The mission of these 

schools was ñto afford the opportunity of moral and intellectual 

education to the children of want and  destitution...to a large class, 

ever increasing in large cities, who rarely present themselves 

voluntarily for admission to the public school." 

 

 Girls' Industrial opened, located between Halsey and Broad 

Streets. Also known as Primary Industrial School #3. 

 

 District Overview ï 1854 

 

6 public schools in Newark entirely supported by public expense. 

7 district schools for boys, 5-18 years of age 

7 district schools for girls 

1 primary school for girls and boys 

1 school for colored children 

 

Total Enrollment: 5,946 

  

1855 The first city evening school established in Newark.  The Evening 

Schools were established for ñthe instruction of minors, apprentices, 

and others who are unable to attend school during the dayò. 
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1855 The first high school 

building constructed by 

the district opened at 

Washington and Linden 

streets. It was a three story 

brick building, erected at a 

cost of $20,000. Dedicated 

January 4, and opened 

January 8, 1855. Mr. Isaiah 

Peckham, principal. The 

school opened with 192 male 

and 190 female students. The curriculum included the first special 

subject, vocal music.   
  

  

Dr. Stephen Congar, a physician, was appointed 

first Superintendent of Schools. He served from 

1855 to 1859 and his salary was $400 a year.  

                     

  

Saturday Normal School opened in the high school building in April 

to provide for teacher education and training. 

 
1856 First annual report of the city superintendent presented to the Board 

of Education.  It was 32-pages long and was printed at the Office of 

the Daily Advertiser (later renamed the Newark Star Eagle). 

Superintendent Congar reported that during 1855 the number of 

public school classes had nearly doubled, from 16 to 30. 

 

The district assumed responsibility for 

the ñSchool for Colored Childrenò. The 

school was initially located in the basement 

of the African Presbyterian Church on Plane 

Street, (now University Avenue); having 

been started by that congregation. 

 

Boys' Continuation School opened 

 The 10th and 11th Wards were created. 

 

 The 8th Ward School opened, later renamed Webster Street School  
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 PS#9 opened at Market and Mott Streets, later renamed South 

Market Street School.  

 

 The Primary Industrial School #3 was organized in rooms rented 

on Kinney Street near Broad Street.   

 

 The Newark Academy building located at Broad and Academy 

Streets was demolished to make way for the Custom House and Post 

Office.                                            

Children between the ages of 5 and 18 were encouraged to attend 

school, but many students withdrew from school at the age of 12 or 

13, and some even earlier to seek employment. 

 

Children had to be at least 10 years old to attend high school. 

  

 District Overview ï 1856 

30 Schools: 

2 High Schools 

7 Grammar Schools for boys 

7 Grammar Schools for girls 

6 Primary Schools 

2 Primary Industrial Schools 

The School for the Colored 

The Normal School 

3 Evening Schools for Males 

1 Evening School for Females 

 

Total Enrollment: 8,251 

  

 The Primary Industrial Schools were established ñfor the instruction 

of destitute and vagrant children of both sexes in such studies and 

pursuits as may be deemed expedient.ò The town funded the 

academic portion of the program. The training in the various trades 

was provided by the cityôs industries. 

 

 The mission of the Normal School was for ñthe improvement and 

education of teachers.ò The school was held on Saturdays between 

8:30 am and 12:30 pm during the regular school year. Teachers who 

had not yet received a certificate of qualification at the Principal 

Grade were required to attend the Normal School classes. A limited 

number of other individuals, who wanted to earn a teacherôs 

certification, were also admitted with the approval of the Cityôs School 

Committee. 

 

1857 The Charter of the City of Newark included the "...provision for 

elected Board of Education".  
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The first annual report of the Board of Education, presented by the 

city superintendent of public schools, is published. 

 

 Newark Academy relocated to Williams Street between High Street 

(now Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) and Shipman Street. The 

building had previously been the Wesleyan Institute. The site is now 

part of the location of Arts High School. 

  

1859 George B. Sears was appointed Superintendent of Schools. He 

served from 1859 to 1877. 

 

1860 Chestnut Street School opened. 

 

Commerce Street School opened.  

 

The 12th Ward created. 

 

1861 The female students at Newark High School 

made an American Flag and presented it to the 

troops from Newark who were leaving to fight 

for the Union in the Civil War. The flag (later 

known as the ñBarringer Flagò) was returned to 

the school by the survivors of the Civil War unit 

during a ceremony at the high school on May 1, 

1899. The flag has been preserved and is 

displayed in the Barringer High School 

auditorium.  

 

 Co-education began in the primary grades. Introduced to reduce 

costs of separate education for males and females. 

 

The 13th Ward created. 

 

1862 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1864 

Walnut Street School opened; originally called the 10th Ward 

School.  

 

The School for the Colored moved to the back 

of the Franklin School, located on Fair Street 

(now Lafayette Street). 

 

James Miller Baxter was hired as a teacher    for 

the School for the Colored. He was later 

promoted to principal, serving from 1864 to 

1909.  
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1866 

 

 

 

1867 

Lock Street School opened. It was a two story brick building located 

on Lock Street near Sussex Avenue and Hoyt Street. The school was 

discontinued in 1872 when Central Avenue School opened. 

 

Newton Street School erected. 
 

1868 The Orange Street School building deeded to the city. 

   

Washington Street School opened. 
                                                     

1869 The School for the Colored relocated to the State Street School 

Building. 

    

Burnet Street School opened.   

 

Oliver Street School opened.   

 

Elizabeth Avenue School opened. 
 

1870 South 10th Street School opened. The school was later renamed 

the Woodlawn School. 

 

1871 Spruce Street School, originally called the Milford School, opened 

(enlarged 1900). It was a two story brick building on Spruce Street 

between Livingston and Boyd, across the street from where the current 

Central High School now stands. It was later renamed the Eighteenth 

Avenue School when the street was renamed. 
 

 The town of Woodside (now the northern part of Newark, north of 

Arlington Avenue) was annexed by the city. Elliott Street becomes a 

district school. 

 

Woodside School opened. It was a wooden building with two 

classrooms, located at the intersection of Cottage Street and the òOld 

Road to Bellevilleò (now McCarter Highway). 

 

14th and 15th Wards created. 

 

1872 Central Avenue School opened. 

 

The district officially desegregated the neighborhood schools, with 

children of color have the option of attending their neighborhood school 

or the School for the Colored. 

 

1873 Lawrence Street School opened. 

 

South 8th Street School opened. 
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1874 State Street School reorganized as a primary school to relieve 

overcrowding at Webster Street School. 

 

The School for the Colored relocated to a building in the rear 

section of the Commerce Street School site. 

 

North 7th Street School opened; later renamed Garfield School (in 

honor of assassinated President James A. Garfield), and then Dr. 

William Horton School (in honor of a former principal).  

 

1876 

 

1877 

Thomas Street School opened. It was a leased, 2 classroom facility.  

 

Blum Street School opened. It was a 2 room school in the leased 

basement of a church. In the 1880s the school was discontinued and 

the students transferred to South 10th Street School (now Harriet 

Tubman). After two years the district did not renew the lease. 

 

               William N. Barringer was appointed 

              Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  

              served from 1877 to 1896. 

 

 

1878 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1879 

 

Sara A. Fawcett appointed  

As  the first public school  

drawing teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Houston Street School opened. It was a two classroom building 

erected by the district on leased property on Houston Street near New 

York Avenue. When John Catlin School (now Ann Street) opened in 

1892 the students from Houston Street were transferred there, and the 

district discontinued the lease. The building is still standing. 

 

1880 

 

 

 

Wall Street School opened. It was a leased, two classroom facility. 

The lease was not renewed in 1882. 
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1881 

Garden Street School opened on Garden Street near Pacific Street. 

It was a two classroom school leased to address the overcrowding at 

Oliver Street School. The lease was discontinued when South Street 

School opened. 

 

Miller Street School opened. 

    

Hamburg Place School opened; later renamed Wilson Avenue 

School. 

 

1882 Sara A. Fawcett Drawing School established with two classes in 

small rooms in the Commerce Street School building. 

 

Marshall Street School opened as a four classroom facility on 

Marshall Street near Coeôs Place. The facility was initially leased. It 

was purchased by the district in 1888, enlarged in 1889, and later 

demolished to become part of the site for Coeôs Place School. 

 

1884 Summer Avenue School opened. It was later renamed Roberto 

Clemente School. 
 

  Roseville Avenue School opened. 
    
   South Street School opened. 
 

   Camden Street School opened. 
 

1885 Baldwin Street School opened. It was a two room school located in 

a leased space on Baldwin Street, near Broome Street. In later years 

the district referred to the school as the Broome Street School. 

 

Bowery Street School opened. It was a two room school in leased 

space on Bowery Street (later renamed Fleming Avenue after Father 

Fleming, first pastor of Saint Aloysius Church) near Richards Street. 

The lease was for two years, and was not continued after 1887, when 

Hawkins Street School opened. 

 

The first summer schools in the United States opened in Newark 

upon the recommendation of Superintendent Barringer.  

 

Newark Evening School established as a state accredited high 

school. 
 

1887 Bloomfield Avenue School opened. It was a two room school 

leased by the district at 35 Bloomfield Avenue, near Rowland Street. 

After two years the lease was not renewed.  
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Monmouth Street School opened. 

 

Eagle Street School opened. It was a one room school in a leased 

space on Eagle Street (the block behind Burnet Street School.) After 

two years the lease was not renewed, and the students were 

transferred into Burnet Street. 

 

Holland Street School opened in a leased facility. After four years the 

district discontinued the lease. The facility later became the West 

Newark German School. 

 

1888 16th Street School opened. 

                                     

Hawkins Street School opened.  

. 

13th Avenue School opened. At various times it was renamed 

Robert Treat School, Marcus Garvey, and High School Redirection. 

 

1889 Franklin School opened on Park Avenue. (Not to be confused with 

the earlier private Franklin School, which was located on Fair Street, 

now Lafayette Street.)  

 

1891 A second Bloomfield Avenue School opened. It was again a two 

room school in a leased space, this time at 178 Bloomfield Avenue. 

The lease was not renewed after 1894.  

 

1892 Waverly Avenue School opened. 

 

John Catlin School opened, later renamed Ann Street School. 

 

Warren Street School opened. 

 

1893 The districtôs first kindergarten started at South Market Street 

School. 

 

1894 Livingston Street School opened in leased space to address 

overcrowding. The lease was discontinued as new facilities were 

constructed.                               

 

1895 Charlton Street School opened. 

 

Moses Bigelow School opened, later renamed 15th Avenue School 
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1896 

 

Charles B. Gilbert was appointed 

Superintendent of Schools. He served from 

1896 to 1901. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1897 William Street School opened as a four classroom school in a 

leased facility at 184 William Street. 

 

Hawthorne Avenue School opened in Clinton Township. It became 

a Newark school    when the remainder of Clinton Township was 

annexed by Newark in 1902. 

 

Sara A. Fawcett Drawing School relocated to rented space on 

Academy Street. 

 

1898 Bruce Street School opened. 

 

1899 A new Newark High 

School building opened on 

a site known as ñGoats Hillò 

(Ridge Street and 6th 

Avenue), cost: $300,000.  

Wayland E. Stearns was 

principal. The school was 

later renamed Barringer 

High School.  

 

(Note: The cornerstone for Newarkôs Sacred Heart Cathedral, located 

across the street from the high school, was laid in June of that same 

year.) 

 

 

 

 

1900 

The School for the Colored relocated to the old high school building, 

now referred to as the Market Street School. 

 

Abington Avenue School opened. 

 

Bergen Street School opened. The school was later renamed Dr. 

William Brown Academy, in honor of a former principal who was killed 

in an accident. 
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Sussex Avenue School opened. 

 

 

1901 

   

Addison B. Poland  was   appointed 

Superintendent of Schools. He served  

rom 1901 to 1917.                    

  

 

1902 

 

 

On March 11, 1902 what was left of Clinton Township was annexed 

into Newark. This included three schools: 

     Dayton Street School  

     (the street and school were Park Avenue in Clinton Township) 

     Hawthorne Avenue School 

     Peshine Avenue School 

(the street and school were Berkeley Street in Clinton Township)  

 

Prospect Street in Clinton Township renamed Chancellor Avenue    

   

The first meeting of the Newark Schoolmen's Club was held   

 

An ñOpen Air Schoolò (designed for students with breathing 

disorders) was opened on Chancellor Avenue at the corner of 

Elizabeth Avenue. 

 

The Lyons Farm School ceased to be used as a school.  
 

1903 Summer Place School opened. 
  

1905 Madison School opened (enlarged in 1910, 1912). Originally called 

the South 16th Street School, the 1912 addition moved the main 

entrance to Madison Avenue, and the schoolôs name was changed 

accordingly. 

 

Alexander Street School opened as a school in Vailsburg Township. 

School was originally    named the Burnet Street School. School and 

street were renamed when Vailsburg was   re-annexed as a part of the 

City of Newark. 
     

1906 Avon Avenue School opened. 

 

14th Avenue School opened. 

 

Belmont Avenue School opened. 
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Number of city wards increased to 16. 

   

1907 As part of the Revised School Law the State establishes two 

options for local school boards; Type 1 districts, where the board 

members are appointed by the mayor/municipal government, and 

Type 2 districts, where the board members are elected by the public.  

 

On August 2, 1907 the city council passed a resolution directing a 

referendum at the next general election to determine which option 

would be selected. 

                                     

 1908 By vote of the people at the election held on November 5, 1907, the 

existing elected Board with 30 members (two from each of the cityôs 

15 wards) was abolished and control of the public school system of 

Newark was vested in a Board of nine members to be appointed by 

the mayor. 

 

   Lincoln School opened to relieve overcrowding at Alexander Street. 

 

1909 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newark High School was renamed Barringer High School in honor 

of Dr. William Barringer,   former superintendent of school 

 

Segregation was totally eliminated with 

the closing of the "Colored School" on  

Market Street. The school was discontinued  

by Board action, July 29, 1909.  

 

James M. Baxter, principal of the colored 

school, died December 28.  He had retired 

July 1, 1909.  

 

The Market Street School building becomes the Newark Normal 

School. 

 

1910 School attendance was compulsory for all children between the 

ages of 7 and 17; however students could withdraw from school at 

the age of 15 if they were ñgainfully  employedò. 

 
Hanover Street Ungraded School for ñincorrigible studentsò 

opened. 

 

South 10 Street renamed the Woodland Avenue Ungraded 

School for ñincorrigible studentsò. 

 

Chestnut Street School designated as the ñSchool for the Deafò. 
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1910 District Overview ï 1910 

 

     62 school buildings, including:  

        3 high schools 

        A training school for teachers  

        2 ungraded schools  

        Classes for ñdefectivesò (deaf, dumb, blind and open air)  

        An industrial grammar school.  

 

18 of the school buildings are equipped with gymnasiums and 

assembly spaces. Three schools have roof gardens. 

 

 
 

1910 Enrollment: 

    Day School:         57,742 

    Evening School: 13,670 

    Summer School: 13,623 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1911 

 

 

The first school nurse hired 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Street School  

designated as the ñSchool  

for the Blind.ò  
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1911                                                       

         

East Side High School opened 

as a technical and commercial 

high school   (Van Buren and 

Warwick Streets), Thomas F. 

Kennedy, principal. This was 

Newark's second high school. 

 

 Montgomery Street School opened; designated as a ñBinet School 

for Defectivesò. 

 

Ridge Street School opened. Construction of the building was funded 

by the Heller family. The Heller family owned a major manufacturing 

firm in Newark, established in 1836. 

 

Peshine Avenue School opened.   

 

South 17th Street School opened. 

 

College Place School opened as a ñSchool for the Feeble Mindedò. 

College Place no longer exists. It ran parallel to Court Street. The 

school was located between High Street (now Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Boulevard) and Morton Street. 

 

1912 

 

Classes for ñforeignersò established in nine schools. 

 

Central High School 

opened as the districtôs 

second technical and 

commercial high school. 

William Wiener, principal.  

 

  Cleveland  School  opened.  Named  after  Grover  Cleveland,  only  

President born in New Jersey. 

 

Cephas I. Shirley appointed first district business manager. 

    

Sara A. Fawcett Drawing School re-named the Fawcett School of 

Industrial     Arts.   
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First experimental "all year" school programs established at 

Belmont Avenue and 17th Avenue Schools 

 

On October 8th a group of students from Morton Street School 

walked out and went ñon strikeò after one teacherôs entire class 

received failing grades in obedience. Teacher later admitted to hitting 

students, even though corporal punishment had been outlawed in 

1893. After one day the parents made the students return to school. 

 

On October 10th a group of students from Charlton Street School 

marched to City Hall to protest a teacher who was reported to have 

said ñAll Jewish students should be back in Central America where 

they belong.ò     

                               

These incidences were seen as part of a battle between the cityôs 

immigrant population and the white middle-class protestant 

establishment. 

 

 

1913 

 

South Side High School 

opened as the districtôs 

second academic high 

school. Dr. Thomas F. 

Kennedy transferred from 

East Side to become South 

Sideôs first principal. The 

school is renamed Malcolm 

X Shabazz High School in 

1972. 

 

 

Operations of Newark Normal 

School taken over by the State and 

is relocated from the old Newark 

High School building (Washington 

and Linden Streets) to a new 

building on Fourth Street and 

Belleville Avenue (later renamed 

Broadway). The old Newark High School building becomes the Girls' 

Vocational School.   

  

Coe's Place School opened. 

 

Alyea Street School opened as a ñSchool for Defectives.ò 
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1915 McKinley School opened, named in honor of assassinated President 

William McKinley.  

 

 Summer high school held for the first time (at Barringer and Central 

High Schools). 

 

1916 The mayor is given the power to appoint the Board of Education 

without the appointments being approved by the City Council.  

 

Speech Improvement program and School Clinics established.   

 

  
1917 David B. Corson was appointed 

Superintendent of Schools. He  

served from 1917 to 1927.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Junior high schools established in three schools: Madison, Robert 

Treat and Cleveland.  

                                                       

Speedway Avenue School opened.  

    

School safety patrol organized under police department.   

 

1918 Speech improvement classes established at four centers: Robert 

Treat, Lafayette, Belmont and Moses Bigelow (now 15th Avenue 

School). 

 

A ñBinetò program established at Coeôs Place School. 

   

Newark Junior College established at South Side High School.  

  

The positions of school psychologist and child guidance established.  
 

1920 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First graduating class of  

Newark Junior College. 
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1922 

Belmont Avenue School designated as a ñSchool for the Crippledò. 

 

The junior college at South Side High School is abolished.  

 

1924 Maple Avenue School opened. 

 

Arlington Avenue Ungraded School for ñincorrigible studentsò 

opened. 

 

Sight conservation classes established at 18th Avenue and 

Webster Avenue Schools 

 

First nutrition classes introduced. 

 

 

  Schools Stadium opened. 

 

 

 

 

1925 An accredited Evening High School, "meeting all state standards 

for day high schoolò established at Barringer High School. 

   

 Branch Brook School opened as a ñSchool for the crippled.ò 

 

Essex County took over the Boysô and Girlsô Vocational Schools. 

 

1926 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Side High School opened 

on the site of the former city 

asylum.  Alan Johnson, principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1927 The District completed a study of the  Ethnicity and Languages  

spoken at home to get a fuller picture of the community and student 

body. 
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 The Board of Education building at 31 Green Street (now the City 

Hall Annex) completed. 

 

 John J. Logan was appointed 

Superintendent of Schools. He 

served from 1927 to 1937. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1928 

                                                    

Bragaw Avenue School opened.   

 

First Avenue School opened. 

                    22 



 

Fawcett School of Industrial Arts re-named Newark Public School 

of Fine & Industrial Arts.   

 

1929 Boylan Street School opened.  

 

1930 South 10th Street School renamed the Woodland Avenue 

Adjustment School. 

 

The Open Air program transferred to Boylan Street School. 

 

1931 Newark Public School of Fine and Industrial Arts opened in new 

building at High and Williams Streets. Raymond P. Ensign, principal. 

 

Chancellor Avenue School opened.  

 

Ivy Street School opened. 

 

The ñSchool for the Blindò program was transferred from the 

Washington Street School to   Robert Treat. The Washington Street 

School was leased to the city for $1.00 a year for   use as a lodging 

house. 

 

1932 The all-year schools discontinued due to limited district funds. 

 

Arts High School established and housed in the lower floors of the 

building of the Newark    Public School of Fine and Industrial Arts. 

School of Fine and Industrial Arts located on the    top floor. 

 

The district established a junior high school at Cleveland School 

to meet state requirements.  Ninth grade classes relocated to Ivy 

Street and McKinley Schools. 

 District Overview -1932 

 

      9-member Board of Education appointed by mayor 

     Superintendent with 1 first assistant and 4 assistant 

        superintendents. 

     Directors for the arts, music, commercial subjects,  

        physical education, recreation, manual training and Binet. 

     Seven supervisors; 15 assistant supervisors.  

     Child Guidance Department with four psychologists,  

        13 visiting teachers and five office assistants.   

     2,140 daytime school teachers; 54 principals; 10 head teachers.  

    There was also one district librarian, two moving picture 

        operators, and an editorial assistant. 

 

     Total Enrollment: 76,633 

 23 



 

1933 Belmont Avenue School closed. 

 

 

Weequahic High  

School  opened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to funding issues the districtôs Nutrition classes were 

abolished. 

 

The cityôs Summit Home for Undernourished Children opened. 

 

1934 Chancellor Avenue Annex opened in the former South Ward YMHA. 

Elizabeth  Street  School  closed  and  the  property sold to the nearby 

church. 

 

1935 Ivy Street School converted into a Junior High School 

 

The School for Blind transferred from Robert Treat to Newton Street 

School. 

 

 Board established an Oath of Allegiance that all staff must sign. 

 

1936 Barringer Evening High School was accredited as a state approved 

high school. In 1936 it had an enrollment of 1,250, 

 

 District Overview ï 1936 

 

     6 High Schools   

     1 School of Fine and Industrial Arts  

         (housed at Arts High School) 

     52 Elementary Schools 

     1 Open-air school (Boylan)  

     1 School for crippled children  

     (Branch Brook) 

     2 Binet schools   

     2 ungraded schools   

     1 school for the deaf (Bruce Street) 

     Approximately 2,500 teachers 
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1937                                               

Stanley H. Rolfe was appointed  

Superintendent  of  Schools.  He 

served from 1937 to 1943. 

 

 

1942 

 

The Wartime summer program of nursery schools was established. 

  

1943 Three more schools add childcare centers, making total of nine.   
 

  
Dr. John S. Herron was appointed  

Superintendent of Schools. He  

served from 1943 to 1953. 

 

 

 

 

 

1945 

 

The city had ten childcare centers to allow mothers to work in the 

war effort. Eight of the centers were under Board of Education 

control, the other two were operated by the Welfare Federation.   
 

1946 All 10 childcare centers were under Board control from January to 

June. Only three continued    when school reopened in September 

(after the war ended).  

 

1947 

 

 

1948 

The Accredited Evening High School transferred from Barringer to 

Central High School. 

 

Webster Elementary School 

reorganized as a junior high school.   
 
Weequahic Park classes established 

by the district, utilizing barracks 

buildings that were built and used by 

the US Army during World War II.   
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1949 The District establishes textbook committees of teachers and 

administrators to select textbooks and educational supplies. 
 

 

1950 

 

Untermann Field opened. It 

was named for William M. 

Untermann, a community 

leader and philanthropist. 

 

 

 
 

The State Street School building becomes the districtôs Audio-Visual 

Materials Center. 
 

 District Overview ï 1951 

 

7 High Schools 

6 Junior High Schools 

48 Elementary Schools 

9 Special Schools 

 

Student Enrollment: 58,820 

Teachers: 2,122 

 

District Budget: $18,625,317 ($16,347,324 from the city) 
 

 

1951  

 

 

The district acquired the Bet Yelid Folk School on Lyons Avenue. It 

became the Floyd Patterson School for special needs students. 

 

  
1953  

 

Edward F. Kennelly was  appointed  

as the Superintendent of Schools He 

served from 1953 to 1962.  

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

1954 

 

Mount Vernon School opened. 

 

Maple Avenue Annex opened. 
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1955 Broadway Elementary and Junior High Schools opened in the 

same building. Later renamed Luis Munoz Marin. 

1957 Clinton Place Junior High School opened. 

 

1958 

 

 

 

1961 

West Kinney Junior High School opened.  

 

Cleveland School was reorganized as an elementary school. 

 

Seventh Avenue Junior High School opened, Robert Treat again  

became an elementary school.   

 

Ivy Junior High reorganized as a senior high school. It was re-

named Vailsburg High School 

 

1962 

 

Franklin Titus was appointed  

Superintendent of Schools. He 

served from 1962 to 1972. 

 

 
 

 

 

1963 Quitman Street School opened. It replaced Monmouth Street 

School, which was sold to the city and demolished. 
 

Belmont Runyon School opened. 

 

1964 Dr. E. Alma Flagg was appointed principal at Hawkins Street School, 

the first African-American woman to be a principal in the district. In 

1967 she would become the first African-American woman appointed 

as an assistant superintendent. 
 

Newark Teachers College moved from Newark to Union and 

became Kean College. 
 

Newark Academy is relocated from Newark to its present location in 

Livingston. 
 

The State establishes the Education Center for Youth program 

(COED) in the former  Newark State Teachers College (now Kean 

University) building on Broadway.  One of  the  first  alternative  

shared time high school programs in the nation. 

  

The new Barringer High School building opened across the street 

from the old high school building. The old    building is demolished. 
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Newark teachers held a referendum to select their official bargaining 

unit. The American Arbitration Association declares the Newark 

Teachers Association (NTA) the winner over the Newark Teachers 

Union (NTU) by 8 votes (1,455 to 1,447). 
 

1965 The African Free School, funded by Title I, was established by 

LeRoi Jones (Amiri Baraka) on third floor of Robert Treat School. 

   

20 Head Start Centers were established. 
 

 The Follow Through Program begins at Quitman and Morton Street 

Schools. 
 

NTU members went on strike to try to force another bargaining unit 

referendum. 

 

1966 

 

 

 

1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 

NTA members voted to strike over working conditions and salary 

issues. Approximately half of all teachers stayed out on the first day 

of the strike. 

 

The Organization of Negro Educators (ONE) was formed to 

provide a voice for the growing number of black educators in the 

district. 

 

Another representation referendum  was held. Again the NTA 

won, 1,534 to 1,491. 

 

The new Camden Street School building opened. 

 

John F. Kennedy School opened as a school for severely physically 

handicapped 

students. 

 

The Reverend Dr. 

Martin Luther King 

Jr. spoke at South 

Side High School on 

March 27, 1968; eight 

days before he was 

assassinated. 

  

 

 

The State passed a collective bargaining law, requiring all public 

agencies, including school districts, to negotiate contracts with an 

employee selected bargaining unit. 
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1969 Springfield Avenue Community School at 18th and Springfield 

Avenues established. 

 

Clinton Avenue School opened. 

 

"School within a School" (SWAS) established at South Side High 

School. Program later became University High School. 

 

A third representation referendum is held. This time the NTU wins 

by a 4 to 1 margin. The NTA continued to represent school nurses 

while the NTU represented all other instructional (non-administrative) 

staff members. 

 

1970 The African Free School is incorporated into school system. 

 

Newark Public Schools teachers went out on strike. Teachers 

stated they wanted better education for students. The district said 

the teachers were picketing for increased salaries. Teachers also 

wanted a chance to weigh in on the educational agenda.  The strike 

lasts for 3 weeks. 

 

1971 New 13th Avenue School opened as the largest elementary school 

building in the district with a capacity for 1,800 students. 

 

South 8th Street School renamed as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

School. 

 

The Newark Teachers Union voted to go out on strike when the 

Board of Education and the teachers were unable to agree on a 

contract. This strike lasted 11 weeks, the longest teacher strike in 

American history. 

 

1972 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1973 

Dr. Edward I. Pfeffer appointed acting Superintendent of Schools. He 

served for one year.   

 

South Side High School renamed Malcolm X Shabazz High School. 

 

Central Avenue School destroyed by fire. 

 

Camden Middle School opened. 
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Stanley Taylor was appointed  

Superintendent of Schools. He 

served  from 1973 to 1977. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1974 

 

The Board of Education moved from 31 Green Street to 2 Cedar 

Street. 

 

Science High School opened as a separate high school, in the 

former Rutgers Newark science building on Rector Street. The school 

had been started as a program housed at Central High School before 

it was relocated into its own building. 

 

1975 

 

1976 

Woodlawn School closed 

 

State passed legislation creating the position of Executive 

Superintendent for any district with 40,000 students or more. Stanley 

Taylorôs title was changed to Executive Superintendent of Schools for 

a three-year term. 

 

1977 Charlton Street School closed. 

 

Waverly Avenue School closed. 

 

Newark Evening School moved to West Side High School. 

    

Alonzo Kittrels appointed acting Superintendent of Schools. 

 

The School within a School program, also called ñSWASò, moved 

from Malcolm X Shabazz to 240    High School (now Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Boulevard). Later that year the program officially became 

University High School. 

 

Louise A. Spencer School opened, replacing Charlton Street 

School, which was demolished and the site turned over to the city for 

redevelopment. 

 

1978 George Washington Carver Elementary School opened. 
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1978 District Overview ï 1978 

 

12 High Schools 

  2 Junior High Schools 

64 Elementary Schools 

12 Special Schools 

 

Total Enrollment: 61,338 

Teachers: 4,431 

 
  

  
 
Alonzo Kittrels  was  appointed  as 

Executive Superintendent of Schools.  

He served from 1978 to 1981. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1979 

 

 

 

The license for WBGO radio 

station transferred from the district 

to Newark Public Radio. 

 

 

Bruce Street School Closed. 

 

                                                                                                         

The Bruce Street program for hearing impaired students was 

relocated to George Washington Carver School. 

 

 

 

 

1980 

The Continuing Education Program (C.E.P.) school for pregnant 

girls relocated from West Side to Chestnut Street School. 

 

The Samuel Berliner School, providing vocational programs for high 

school students with special needs, was opened. 

 

1981 Catherine Murphy appointed interim Executive Superintendent of 

Schools. 

 

Clinton Place Junior High School closed. University High School 

relocated to the Clinton  Place building. 
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Dr. Columbus Salley was appointed 

Executive Superintendent of Schools.  

He served from 1981 to 1984. 

 

 

                                 

  

 Marcus Garvey School (formerly Robert Treat School) was closed.  

The Education Center for Youth and Truancy Task Force programs 

was relocated to the Marcus Garvey School building. 

 

1982 A public referendum was held and the community voted to change 

from a Type 1 (appointed Board) to   a Type 2 (elected Board) district. 

 

1983 An election was held for first time to elect board members. 

 

New Jersey Regional Day School opened. School owned by the 

state but under district operation and administration. 

 

1984 West Kinney Junior High was closed. 

 

Bergen Street, Mt. Pleasant, 15th Avenue and Roseville Avenue 

Schools were all closed. 

 

Dr. E. Alma Flagg School opened. 

 

Harold Wilson School (for special education students) opened. 

    

Dr. Gene A. Foti appointed as Acting Superintendent of Schools. 

 

1985 West Kinney Junior High School reopened as an alternative high 

school. It later became Newark Vocational High School.  

  

  

Eugene C. Campbell  was  appointed as 

The Executive Superintendent of Schools.  

He served from 1985 to 1995. 

 

 

 

  

32 
  



 

The Education Center for Youth program relocated to the West 

Kinney School building. 

 

Marcus Garvey School reopens as an alternative school 
 

1988 

 

Vailsburg High School closed. The building became Vailsburg 

Middle School. 

 

Roseville Avenue School reopened. 

 

1990 Arlington Avenue became an elementary school. 

 

Marcus Garvey became High School Redirection 

 

1991 Broadway Middle School renamed Luis Munoz Marin Middle 

School, named after the first elected governor of Puerto Rico. 

 

The district opened a professional development school in 

connection with Harold Wilson    Elementary School. 

 

1992 State ended operation of COED and the district took over operation 

of the program. 

 

Floyd Patterson School closed in response to state mandate to 

discontinue self-standing    schools for special education students. 

 

The Newark School of Fine and Industrial Arts (formerly the Sara 

Fawcett School of Fine and Industrial Arts) moved out of Arts High 

School and into the Floyd Patterson School building. 

 

1993 Chestnut Street School closed. 

 

Bergen Street School reopened and named Dr. William H. Brown 

Academy, after a former principal who was killed in an accident. 

 

1994 The Board of Education initiates reform plan to address pending 

state takeover, including major repairs    to school buildings. 

 

Mt. Pleasant Annex closed.  

 

Rafael Hernandez School opened, named in honor of the famed 

Puerto Rican songwriter. 

 

1995 Arlington Avenue School became an alternative school. (Later 

converted to the Ridge   Street Early Childhood Annex). 
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 Education Commissioner Leo Klagholz recommended an 

immediate takeover of the Newark Public School District. The district 

became the third state-operated school system in New Jersey, after 

Jersey City and Paterson. 

 

Schools opened for the new school year with major repairs and 

renovations.  

 

The Professional Development School at Harold Wilson was 

discontinued. 

  
  

 

 

Dr. Beverly Hall was appointed as 

The  State  District Superintendent.  

She served from 1995 to 1999. 

 

 

 

 

 

1996 

 

The Arts High School building reopened after major addition is 

completed. 

 

Full implementation of all-day kindergarten began in the Newark 

Public Schools. 

 

1997 The districtôs first Health and Dental Clinic opened at George 

Washington Carver.  

 

The district ended funding for the Newark School of Fine and 

Industrial Arts due to budget issues, and the school was closed.  

 

Technology High School opened in the former COED/Normal 

School building on Broadway.  

 

1998 Redirection High School closed, the program is merged with West 

Kinney Alternative High School. 

 

The New Jersey State Supreme Court accepted and endorsed a 

plan for achieving equity and parity for school children in the stateôs 

special needs (Abbott) districts.  The ruling constituted the basis for 

Whole School Reform in New Jersey, including the planned 

renovation and replacement of all school buildings in ñAbbott 

Districtsò. 
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The Maple Avenue playground was renovated with funds from the 

Trust for Public Land. 

 

1999 Gladys Hillman-Jones Middle School opened in the fully renovated 

Webster Street School building, school renamed after former 

Assistant Superintendent. 

                  

The Benjamin Banneker Science Center opened in the former 

Floyd Patterson School building on Lyons    Avenue. 

 

Ann Street School was selected as a National Blue Ribbon School. 

 

Two new health and dental clinics were opened (at Quitman and 

Dayton Street Schools). 

 

  

 

 

     Dr. Marion A Bolden was appointed  

     As the State  District  Superintendent  

     She served from 1999 to 2008. 

 

 

 

 

  

The Gateway Academy Program for juvenile offenders opened. 

  
 District Overview ï 1999 

 

     12 High Schools 

       1 Evening High School 

      53 Elementary Schools 

        5 special schools 

        1State School (Regional Day School) 

 

                                                     

2000 The district purchased the New Jersey Historical Society Building 

on Broadway. In 2008 the building became the Marion A. Bolden 

Student Center. 

                                                            

2001 The Districtôs Long-Range Facilities Plan approved by the state. 

 

The Districtôs Aerospace Program opened at hangar at Newark 

Airport. 
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2001 A new health clinic opened at 

Malcolm X Shabazz High School. 

 

The Malcolm X Shabazz Athletic 

Field opened (state-of-the-art 

athletic stadium) 

 

 

 

 

2003 The McKinley School playground was renovated with funds from 

the Trust for Public Land. 

 

The ñBarringer High Flagò (the first US flag carried by soldiers 

from New Jersey in the Civil    War) was preserved and mounted for 

protection and display. It is currently on display in Barringerôs 

auditorium. 
 

The Barringer High School health clinic was opened. 
 

Louise A. Spencer, Quitman Street and Dr. William Brown 

Academy open new playgrounds with funds from the Trust for 

Public Land. 

 

2004 The New Belmont Runyon School opened, built with funds from 

the State Department of Transportation. 

 

2005 Harold Wilson School was closed. 

 

2006 Clinton Avenue and Warren Street Schools were closed. 

 

Gladys Hillman-Jones Middle School became the Barringer Ninth 

Grade Academy. 

 

The City and State approved a $63.7 million Capital Project Bond 

for the district. 

 

Elliott Street School damaged beyond repair by a lightning strike 

and fire.  

                                          

American History High School opened as the districtôs fifth magnet 

high school. School    was initially housed at the Warren Street School 

building, later relocated to the Morton   Street School building, and then 

to the Montgomery Street School building. 

 

Science Park High School (260 Norfolk Street) opened, replacing 

Science High School. The Rector Street building was returned to the 

city.                                          36 



 

2007 Morton Street School was closed. 

  

West Side 9th Grade Success Academy relocated to the Morton 

Street School building. 

 

Vailsburg Middle School was relocated to Mount Vernon Annex, 

746 Sanford Avenue (a building leased from St. Johnôs Ukrainian 

Catholic Church). The school began a 3 year ñphase outò process. 

 

The Vailsburg Middle School building reopened as Ivy Hill 

Elementary School.  

    

New First Avenue School opened. The old First Avenue School 

initially was used as the Elliot Street Annex. In 2017 it became the 

Salome Urena Elementary School. 

 

The renovated Untermann Field opened with the first football game 

of the season. 

 

2008 The Marion A. Bolden Student Center (230 Broadway) opened. 

 

Dr. Kevin West appointed Interim State District Superintendent. 

 

  

 

Dr. Clifford B. Janey was appointed  

As the State  District  Superintendent.  

He served from 2008 to 2011. 

 

 

 

  

The new Central High School opened. The old Central High School 

building was sold to the New Jersey Institute of Technology. 

 

The Newton Street Elementary School playground opened. The 

funding and construction was coordinated by Eric Freedman, the 

President of the Jewish Congregation Ahavas Shalom. 

 

 The Mount Vernon Elementary School playground was renovated 

with funds from the Trust for Public Land. 

 

2009 The Delta Dental Careers Center opened at Central High School. 

 

Dr. William Brown Academy closed. 
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2010 

Park Elementary School opened. 

 

The new Speedway Elementary School opened. The original 

Speedway School building used as district offices. 
 

2011 Deborah Terrell was appointed interim State District Superintendent. 

 

  
  

 

 

Cami Anderson was  appointed  as the 

State District Superintendent of Schools.  

She served from 2011 to 2014.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Schools Stadium was 

opened. It was funded by the 2006 

city bond. 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Weequahic Gym opened. It was also funded by the 2006 

 city bond. 

 

2014  

Christopher Cerf was appointed as 

The  State  District   Superintendent. 

He served from 2014 to 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Elliott Street School opened. 

 

New Oliver Street School opened. 

 

South Street School closed. Program and students transferred to 

the old Oliver Street School. 
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2018 

The District returned to local control. 

 

Robert Gregory appointed Interim Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 

Eleven properties that the district had conveyed to the Newark 

Housing Authority were sold. The eleven properties were: The 

Banneker School, Burnet Street, Clinton Avenue, Maple Avenue, 

Maple Avenue Annex, Mary Wheeler Willis, Miller Street, Morton 

Street, Roseville Avenue, State Street and Warren Street. Dr. William 

Brown Academy was also offered for sale, but there were no bidders 

for that property, which had experienced extensive damage due to 

two separate fires. The City expressed interest in acquiring the Brown 

Academy property as the site for a police/firefighter training center. 

 

New South Street School opened. Old Oliver Street renamed the 

East Ward Elementary School. 

 

Newark Vocational High School reopened. 

 

  

 

Roger Leon was appointed as 

the Superintendent of Schools. 

 

  

2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In March the district suspended in-school classes and moved 

to a full remote learning instructional program in response to the 

COVID pandemic.  

 

Branch Brook School closed. The school became the home of the 

districtôs Early Childhood Center ï North. 

 

Newton Street School was reopened as Sir Isaac Newton 

Elementary, a magnet elementary program with an emphasis on 

math and science. 

 

Global Studies High School is opened in the Gladys Hillman-

Jones School building. Global Studies was a magnet high school 

with a focus on international Business and Diplomacy. All students 

take 4 years of either Chinese and Arabic language and culture. 
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2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 

 

 

14th Avenue School closed. The special education program at 14th 

Avenue was relocated to the old Speedway Avenue School 

building. 

 

In April the district implemented a highbred instructional 

model, combining elements of both in-school and remote learning. 

 

Regular in-school instruction does not resume until the 

following spring. 

 

Michelle Obama Elementary School opened. Located in the 14th 

Avenue School building, the school is a magnet program focusing 

on the former first ladyôs commitment to community service, 

leadership and healthy living and nutrition.  

 

Newark School of Fashion and Design opened. Located in the 

leased Christo Rei/Our Lady of Good Council School building on 

Woodside Avenue, the school is a magnet high school preparing 

students for careers in all aspects of the fashion industry. 

 

Newark School of Data Science and Information Technology 

opened. Located in the leased school building at 746 Sanford 

Avenue (formerly Saint Johns Ukranian School). Data Science is a 

magnet high school, preparing students for careers in data and 

information technology. 

 

The Warren Street School building was demolished. On itôs site 

NJIT errected a new dorm. Elements of the school building were 

saved and incorporated into the dorm. 

 

Regular classroom instruction resumes at the start of the 22-

23 school year. 

 

Ironbound Academy, a new elementary school, opened in the 

leased former Saint Casimerôs Parochial School building on East 

Kinney Street. 

 

Nelson Mandela Elementary School opened. The new school is 

located in the site that was previously the University Heights 

Charter School. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ñSCHOOL FOR THE COLOREDò 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1854 

 

1856 

 

 

 

 

The School for the Colored was initially established by and located 

in the basement of the African Presbyterian Church on Plane Street 

(now University Avenue). The churchôs location is now part of the site 

of the Rutgers University athletic field at the corner of University 

Avenue and Warren Street.  It was under the charge of Edwin H. 

Freeman, with John OôFake serving as music teacher. 

 

The 1854 district summary includes ñone school for colored childrenò. 

 

ñThere shall be a school for colored children of both sexes, 

residing within the city limits, students will be admitted on application 

to the teacherséconducted in conformity with the regulationséò 1856 

district annual report 

 

In 1856 there were 109 registered students, with an average 

attendance of 56 students.  

 

1857 

 

Wilbur G. Strong appointed as principal. 

 

1861 An additional classroom added to the school. 
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1862 The School for the Colored was 

relocated to one room on the first floor 

of the Franklin School House on Fair 

Street (now Lafayette Street). The 

Franklin School was not owned by the 

district. It had opened in 1807 as a 

private institution and was later leased 

and used by the district. The buildings 

location is now part of the Prudential 

Center site. 

 

Alan Bland appointed as principal. 

 

In 1862 there were 60 students. 

 

 

1863 

 

 

James M. Baxter Jr. appointed principal. 

Louisa C. Waters, First Assistant 

 

In 1863 there were 89 students.  

  

1865 In 1865 there were 94 students. 

 

1866 Marcia King appointed as First Assistant to the Principal. 

 

In 1866 there were 103 students. 

 

1868 

 

 

 

1869 

 

1870 

Evening School classes were offered at the Colored School 

 

In 1868 there were 115 students. 

 

In 1869 there were 128 students. 

 

The  Colored  School  was 

relocated to the State Street 

School building. 

 

In 1870 there were 169 students. 

 

Evening classes at the Colored 

School were discontinued. 
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1872 The District officially desegregated all neighborhood schools. The 

Colored School remained open to all colored children who chose to 

attend it. 

 

1874 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1886 

State Street was reorganized as a primary school to relieve 

overcrowding at the Webster Street School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Colored School was relocated to the four rooms in the building at 

the rear of the Commerce Street School site. 

 

In 1886 there were 260 students. 

 

1899 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commerce Street School was closed and the site became the 

Commerce Street Recreation Center. 

 

The Colored School was 

relocated to the Market Street 

School (formerly the Newark 

High School building). The 

school had eight classrooms 

 

 

 

 

1907 

 

1908 

 

1909 

In 1907 there were 184 students. 

 

In 1908 there were 116 students. 

 

The district closed the Colored School. Afterwards all students attended 

their neighborhood schools. 

 

On July 1, 1909 James Baxter retired. 

 

On December 28, 1909 James Baxter died. 
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Historical Overview of the Naming of Newark Schools 

  

Between 1666 (when the first European settlement was established) and 1800 

Newark's population grew very slowly. At the time of the Revolutionary War 

Newark only had about 800 residents.  Starting in 1800, as Newark evolved as 

an industrial city and emigrants from other countries began arriving, population 

growth became to surge. By the 1820s the population had passed 8,000. 

  

In 1836 Newark was officially incorporated as a city. As a part of the 

incorporation charter the city provided for the annual election of a school 

committee, and one of the first charges for the committee was the 

establishment of a public high school and a school (grammar school) in each 

of the city's 4 wards. 

  

In 1838 the committee fulfilled its charge, establishing a public high school 

(now Barringer, 3rd oldest public high school in the country) and a school in 

the East, North, South and West Wards. All 5 schools were located in rented 

spaces. The 4 grammar schools were named by the wards they served. 

  

In 1844 the city built its first school building, located on Court Street between 

Broad and Halsey Streets. It was named the Third Ward School.   

  

Throughout the 1800s Newark, and its population, grew rapidly. The process 

of creating patent leather was created in Newark, and by 1870 90% of all 

patent leather products in the country were made in Newark. Similarly, the 

process of creating malleable steel (steel that could be shaped without 

breaking) was invented in Newark, as was celluloid, the first useable plastic; 

creating additional major industries. The quality of Newark's water made it the 

nation's largest center of beer production. In 1831 the Morris Canal opened, 

and in the mid-1830s numerous railroads began crisscrossing the city. In the 

1870s Thomas Edison opened his first manufacturing and research facilities in 

Newark, receiving the first of his over 1,000 patents here. 

  

By 1870 the city population had grown to over 130,000, in 1890 it 

passed 180,000 and in 1900 it was nearing 250,000. The number of wards 

also increased, but by 1900 there were still only 16 wards, and a need for 

many more schools. Superintendent Reports from the late 1800s consistently 

lamented the need to build new schools to meet the growing student 

population. To meet this need many schools were established in rented 

spaces as new school buildings were constructed. With few exceptions the 

new schools were now consistently named after the streets where they were 

located. Exceptions were Ann Street School (originally named the John Catlin 

School after one of the founders of Newark and Newark's first school master, 

but then renamed Ann Street consistent with how other schools were named), 
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Robert Treat (originally named 13th Avenue School but renamed after another 

city founder) and the Franklin School. There had been a private Franklin 

School located in the East Ward. When that school closed the Franklin family 

donated funds to the city to help build a new public school, and that school was 

likewise named the Franklin School. In 1925 a new school was built and 

opened on Ridge Street, near its intersection with Bloomfield Avenue. The new 

school was named Branch Brook in recognition to its proximity to the park 

(there already was a Ridge Street School in the district).  

  

In 1884 a new school building was constructed to replace the existing North 

7th Street School, and the new school was named the Garfield School, 

honoring the President who had been assassinated 3 years earlier. In 

1910 Newark High School was renamed Barringer High School, in honor of Dr. 

William Barringer, the former superintendent who had overseen much of the 

growth of the district, both in terms of the number of schools and the quality of 

the educational programs. In 1908 a new school was constructed on Richelieu 

Terrace and named the Lincoln School, honoring the assassinated 

President.  In 1912 a new school was constructed on Bergen Street, and 

named the Cleveland School, honoring Grover Cleveland, the only US 

President ever born in New Jersey. In 1915 a new school was constructed to 

replace the 8th Avenue School, and the new building was named the McKinley 

School, honoring William McKinley, another US President who had been 

assassinated. In 1968 a new school for students with special needs 

opened and was named for assassinated President John F. Kennedy.  

  

Starting in the 1970s there have been a number of cases where existing 

schools have been named or renamed acknowledging the culture and 

contributions to the district, city and country. These include Robert Treat being 

renamed Marcus Garvey, 13th Avenue being renamed Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., South Side being renamed Malcolm X Shabazz, Garfield being renamed 

Dr. William Horton, Bergen Street being renamed Dr. William Brown, Summer 

Avenue being renamed Roberto Clemente and South 10th Street being 

renamed Harriett Tubman. In all of these cases there were requests and/or 

petitions from the school communities which were reviewed by the Board of 

Education, leading to the Board approving the name change. New schools or 

school programs that were named in honor of significant individuals have 

included Barringer Prep becoming Gladys Hillman-Jones School (now the 

Newark School of Global Studies), Rafael Hernandez School, Luis Munoz 

Marin School, Floyd Patterson School, Harold Wilson School, and Dr. E. Alma 

Flagg School.  
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE 

NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Abington Avenue 

     Opened: 1900  

     Additions: 1913, 1925 

 

Opened in 1900 as the Alexander 

Archibald School at the intersection of 

Abington Avenue and North 6th Street, 

the school was later renamed after the 

street location.  

 

Academy Street 

     Opened: 1897 

 

In 1897 the district leased space at 55-57 

Academy Street for the Sara F. Fawcett 

Drawing School. The school had eight 

classrooms. In 1912 renamed the Fawcett 

School of Industrial Arts, and in 1928 the 

Newark Public School of Fine and industrial 

Arts. In 1931 the district ended the lease and 

moved the school into a new building on High and Williams Streets. 

  

Alexander Street 

     Opened: 1905 

     Additions: 1913, 1918, 1921 

     Original Name: Burnet Street School 

 

The school building opened in 1890, 

when Vailsburg was not part of Newark. 

(Originally part of colonial Newark, the 

Vailsburg area was part of Clinton 

Township when that area broke away from Newark in 1806. From 1895 to 

1905 Vailsburg was an independent borough.)  The school replaced 

Vailsburgôs Columbia School, and was named after the street it was on. In 

1905 Vailsburg was re-annexed into Newark, and since Newark already had a 

Burnet Street the street in the Vailsburg section was renamed Alexander 

Street, as was the school. In 1914 the school became part of the North Star 

Academy charter school system. 

 

 

46 



 

Alyea Street 

     Opened: 1913 

     Now: Wilson Avenue Early Childhood 

                Annex 

 

Initially opened in 1916 as a ñschool for 

defectivesò, Alyea Street continued to be 

a ñspecial educationò school until it was 

closed in the 1970s when the state 

passed legislation mandating students be educated in ñleast restrictive 

environmentsò. It was later reopened at the early childhood annex for Wilson 

Avenue School, located a short distance down the street. 

 

Ann Street 

     Opened: 1892 

     Additions: 1897, 1916, 1923 

 

Ann Street School opened in 1885. The 

school was originally called the John 

Catlin School, named after Newarkôs first 

official headmaster (hired by the town in 

1676.)  In 1999 Ann Street was the first 

district school to be named as a Blue Ribbon school.                  

                                                            

Arlington Avenue 

   Opened: 1924  

 

Arlington Avenue School opened in 

1924 as an ñungraded school for 

incorrigiblesò. In 1990 it became a 

regular elementary school. It later 

became an annex and early childhood 

center for Ridge Street School. 

 

 

Avon Avenue 

     Opened: 1906 

     Addition: 1925 

 

Avon Avenue School opened in 1906. The 

original school was a brick building with 24 

classrooms. It was built to address 

overcrowding at Bergen Street, 18th 

Avenue, Livingston Street and Waverly 

Avenue Schools. In 2010 the school became part of the districtôs Brick 

Academy program.  
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Baldwin Street 

     Opened: 1885 

 

The Baldwin Street School was a two room 

school located in a rented facility on Baldwin 

Street, near Broome Street. It opened in 1885, 

and was listed again in the districtôs 1886 

annual report. Later annual reports refer to it 

as the Broome Street School. 

 

 

Belmont Avenue 

     Opened: 1906 

     Additions: 1908, 1963 

 

Opened in 1906 as Belmont Avenue 

School, the school was part of a major 

building effort by the district to address 

overcrowding and eliminate the need for 

leased school space. The school was later designated as a ñschool for the 

crippledò.  It was closed in 1933.  

 

Belmont Runyon (old) 

     Opened: 1962 

 

The original Belmont Runyon School 

opened in 1962. In was closed in 

2005 and the program was moved 

into the new building when it opened 

that year. The original building and 

property was deeded over to the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation. The building was demolished and an 

improved entry ramp to 78 was constructed on the site. 

 

Belmont Runyon (new) 

     Opened: 2005 

 

The new Belmont Runyon 

School opened in 2005. The 

construction of the building was 

primarily funded by the New 

Jersey Department of 

Transportation, in exchange for 

the title to the building and land where the original Belmont Runyon was 

located. 
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Bloomfield Avenue 

     Opened: 1887  

 

The first Bloomfield Avenue School 

was a two classroom space the district 

rented at 35 Bloomfield Avenue, near 

Rowland Street. It is referenced in the 

districtôs annual reports for 1887 and 

1888, but not after that, indicating that 

the lease (and therefore the school) 

may have ended at the end of the 1888 

school year. A second Bloomfield 

Avenue School opened in 1891. It was again a two room school in rented 

space, this time at 178 Bloomfield Avenue. The last listing of the second 

Bloomfield Avenue School is in the districtôs 1894 annual report.                        

    

 

Blum Street 

     Opened: 1876 

 

The school was originally started in 1876 

with 2 classes in the basement of the Saint 

Barnabas Episcopal Church, located at the 

intersection of South 10th and Blum Streets. 

Within a few years the number of students 

attending the school declined to the point 

where first the two classes were combined 

into one, and then the school in the church 

was closed and the remaining students transferred across the street to the 

South 10th Street School (later renamed Harriett Tubman). 

 

 

Bowery Street 

     Opened: 1885 

 

The Bowery Street School was a two room 

school located in a rented facility on Bowery 

Street (now Fleming Avenue), near Richards 

Street in the Ironbound community. It opened 

in 1885 (primarily providing a school for the 

children of the workers at the growing 

Ballantine Brewery), and was listed again in the 

districtôs 1886 annual report. The lease was 

discontinued with the opening of Hawkins 

Street School in 1889. 
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Boylan Street 

     Opened: 1929 

 

Replaced Elizabeth Avenue as the open 

air school. School was designed with a 

gym on the top floor with a roof that 

opened to allow students to exercise 

and have physical education while 

getting sun and breathing fresh air.   

 

Bragaw Avenue 

     Opened: 1928 

 

Bragaw Avenue School opened in 1928. 

It is a large brick school located on 

Bragaw Avenue between Leslie and 

Wainwright Streets. In 2011 the district 

closed the school, and it is now the 

home of Life Academy, part of the Kipp 

Academy system. 

 

Branch Brook 

     Opened: 1925 

 

Branch Brook School opened in 1925 as a 

ñschool for crippled childrenò in response 

to a severe polio epidemic that had swept 

the city in 1918. In the mid-1990s the 

school was opened to include both 

physically handicapped and general 

population students. The school later 

received national blue ribbon status. In 

2020 the school was closed as an elementary school and became the home of 

the districtôs Early Childhood Center ï North. 

 

Broadway 

     Opened: 1955 

 

Opened in 1956 as Broadway Elementary 

School and Broadway Junior High (the two 

schools in a wing of the building.) In 1991 

the middle school was renamed Luis 

Munoz Marin. In 2013 the two schools 

were merged by the district into a single 

preK-8 school. 

 

50 



 

William H. Brown Academy 

     Opened: 1900 

     Additions: 1908, 1963 

 

Opened in 1900 as the Bergen 

Street Elementary School. 

Renamed in 1993 as William H. 

Brown Academy. The district 

closed the school in 2009. It was 

subsequently damaged beyond 

repair by several fires. In 2016 the 

district conveyed the property to the Newark Housing Authority, and it 2018 it 

was put up for sale. There were no bidders, and the city acquired the property, 

with plans to demolish the building and construct a city training academy for 

firefighters and police. 

 

 

Bruce Street 

     Opened: 1898 

 

Opened in 1898 as a primary school, 

later designed as the districtôs school 

for the deaf. In 1979 the Bruce 

Street School for the Deaf program 

was relocated into the newly 

constructed George Washington 

Carver School facility, and the Bruce 

Street School building was demolished. 

 

 

Burnet Street 

     Opened: 1869 

     Additions: 1906, 1914 

 

The school opened in 1869 in a 

newly constructed two story brick 

and wood building. The district 

closed the school in 2012, and 

leased the building to the Paulo 

Freire Charter School. In 2016 the 

state shut down the charter school. In 2016 Burnet Street was one of 11 

properties transferred from the district to the Newark Housing Authority. In 

2018 the building was purchased by the Friends of the Marion P. Thomas 

Charter School. 
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Camden Street 

     Original Name: Fairmount Street 

School 

     Opened: 1884 

     Addition: 1900 

     Replaced: mid 1968 

                                                                    

The original school opened in 1884. The 

original name was the Fairmount Street 

School. It was located between Fairmount 

and Camden Streets, mid-block between 

15th and 16th Avenues. The original school 

was demolished and replaced with the 

new Camden Street School in 1968. In 

1973 Camden Street Middle School 

opened next to Camden Street 

Elementary, and the elementary school 

ended at the 5th grade. In 1911 the school 

became a K-8 school, and the middle school became the Peopleôs Preparatory 

Charter School. 

 

 

George Washington Carver 

     Opened: 1979 

 

Opened as an elementary school in 1979, 

with the inclusion of the Bruce Street 

School for the Deaf program. Since 2015 

several Kipp Academy charter school 

programs have been located in the 

George Washington Carver building. 

 

 

Central Avenue 

     Opened: 1872 

     Additions: 1900, 1913 

 

In 1872 the Central Avenue School 

building opened, the students from the 

Wickliffe Street School were transferred 

there, and Wickliffe Street School was 

closed. The school was destroyed by fire 

in 1972. 
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Chancellor Avenue 

     Opened: 1934 

 

Chancellor Avenue School opened in 1931, 

It was designed to complement the 

adjacent Weequahic High School building. 

Opening Chancellor Avenue eliminated the 

need for the school located at the 

intersection of Chancellor and Elizabeth 

avenues. That school was closed and the site sold.  

 

Chancellor Avenue Annex  

      Opened: 1959 

 

The building was originally built as the 

South Ward YM/YWHA. In 1959 the 

YM/YWHA was closed, and the building 

was sold to the district to address the 

overcrowding at Chancellor Avenue 

School, with grades preK-2 attending the 

Annex and grades 3-8 attending the main building. 

 

Charlton Street 

     Opened: 1895 

     Additions: 1889, 1903 

 

Opened in 1895 as an elementary school. 

The school was closed in 1977 and the 

building was demolished and the site was 

turned over to the city for redevelopment 

when Louise A. Spencer Elementary 

School was constructed in the same 

neighborhood.                           

                                                                

Chestnut Street 

     Opened: 1860 

     Addition: 1870, 1900 

 

Opened in 1860 as a primary school. In 

1910 Chestnut Street was designated as 

the districtôs ñschool for the deafò.  That 

program was later moved to Bruce Street. 

In 1979 a separate high school program 

for pregnant girls was established at 

Chestnut Street. In 1993 Chestnut Street 

was closed as a school. The building was later demolished. 
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Roberto Clemente 

     Opened: 1884 

     Additions: 1897, 1927 

     Original Name: Summer Avenue 

 

Opened in 1884, the school was originally 

named Summer Avenue Elementary 

School. It was later renamed in honor of 

the Hall of Fame baseball player Roberto 

Clemente. 

 

Cleveland 

     Opened: 1912 

 

Opened in 1912 as an elementary school. 

The school was built to relieve 

overcrowding at Charlton and Camden 

Street Schools. When the school opened 

there was a playground on the roof of each 

of the main wings. In 1917 a junior high 

school program was integrated into the school. In 1932 the building became 

Cleveland Junior High. In 1959 reverted to an elementary school when West 

Kinney Junior High opened. 

 

Clinton Avenue 

     Opened: 1969 

 

Opened in 1969 as an early childhood and 

primary school. The school was closed in 

2006 as part of the districtôs reorganization of 

schools. The district closed the school in 

2006.  In 2016 Clinton Avenue was one of 11 

properties transferred from the district to the 

Newark Housing Authority. In 2018 the building was purchased by the Friends 

of the Marion P. Thomas Charter School. 

Coeôs Place 

     Opened: 1913 

 

Opened in 1913 in an expanded site of the 

former Marshall Street School. Also known as 

the Coeôs Place German/English School. In 

1918 a ñbinetò program was established at the 

school. The school was later demolished, and 

the site is now part of apartment complex 

located east of Martin Luther King Boulevard between Court and West Kinney 

Streets. 
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College Place 

     Opened: 1907 

 

The district established the College Place 

School in 1911 when it leased the German 

Presbyterian School building at 36-40 

College Place. College Place no longer 

exists. It ran parallel to Court Street. The 

school was between High Street (now Martin 

Luther King Boulevard) and Morton Street. It 

was a 6 classroom building, and was 

designated as a ñschool for the feeble mindedò. In 1912 the superintendent 

suggested that the building was inadequate for educational purposes. In 1913 

the program was incorporated into the newly opened Coeôs Place School, and 

the lease for College Place School was discontinued.  

 

Colored School 

 

1852 is the approximate date of the districts of the 

first public colored school (prior to that date there 

was no formal policy of segregation, with the few 

children of color attending the same schools as 

other children. The first ñcolored schoolò had already 

been established and was located in the basement 

of the African Presbyterian Church on Plane Street 

(now University Avenue). In 1856 the school, (which 

had 107 students) became officially part of the 

district. Over the years the Colored School was relocated to a variety of 

locations. In 1862 it was transferred to the Franklin School house in Fair Street, 

where it remained until it was moved to the State Street School around 1870.  

In 1874 a four classroom building behind the Commerce Street School was 

designated as the ñcolored schoolò, and in the 1890s the school was relocated to 

the Market Street School. In 1909 segregation as an official district policy ended 

and the various ñschools for the coloredò were discontinued. 

Commerce Street 

     Opened: 1847 

The Commerce Street School, located on 

Commerce Street, east of Lawrence Street, 

opened in 1847, and continued until 1873, when 

the students were transferred to newly opened 

Lawrence Street School. From 1873 until 1899 the 

building behind Commerce Street School was 

designated as a ñColored Schoolò. The ñColored 

Schoolò was relocated to the Market Street School in 1899. In 1900 the 

superintendent recommended selling the building as being inadequate for 

educational purposes.      
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Dayton Street 

     Opened: 1902 

     Addition: 1950 

 

Dayton Street School originally opened as 

the Park Avenue School in Clinton 

Township. Clinton Township was 

incorporated in 1834. In 1861 Maplewood 

broke off and became a separate town. In 

1874 Irvington also became a separate 

town. What was left of Clinton Township was annexed into Newark on March 

11, 1902. Since Newark already had a Park Avenue the street, and school, 

were renamed Dayton Street. The educational program at Dayton Street was 

discontinued in 2015. 

 

 

Eagles Street 

     Opened: 1887 

 

Eagle Street School was a one 

classroom space the district rented. It is 

referenced in the districtôs annual reports 

for 1887 and 1888, but not after that, 

indicating that the lease (and therefore 

the school) may have ended at the end 

of the 1888 school year. It was located on the block behind Burnet Street 

School. 

 

18th Avenue 

     Opened: 1871 

     Additions: 1873, 1900, 1915, 1923 

     Original Name: Milford School 

 

The first building, known as the Milford 

School, was erected in 1871 and 

consisted of eight classrooms. In 1873 

the school was enlarged to include 19 

classrooms, making it one of the 

largest schools in the city. From 1889 until the opening of the addition in 1900 

the district also leased a two classroom space (referred to as 18th Avenue 

Annex) at the corner of 18th Avenue and Livingston Street. The districtôs 

educational program at the school was discontinued in 2014. In 2015 the 

building became the site of the Kipp Bold and Thrive Academy Charter School 

programs. 
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Elizabeth Avenue 

     Opened: 1869 

     Addition: 1895 

 

The school was located on Elizabeth 

Avenue between Stanton and Bigelow 

Streets. The school was later designated 

as an ñopen air schoolò for children with 

breathing disorders (tuberculosis). The 

open air school program moved to 

Boylan Street School when that school 

opened in 1929. The school was discontinued when Chancellor Avenue 

School opened in 1932. 

 

Elliott Street 

     Opened: 1871   

     First Replacement:  1881 

     Additions: 1890, 1905, 1921 

     Replacement school opened: 2016 

 

The original Elliott Street School opened in 1871 

as a wooden structure in Woodside Township. In 

April, 1871 Woodside Township was annexed 

into Newark, and Elliott Street became a district 

school. In 1881 the original building was 

demolished and replaced with a brick school 

building.  In 2006 the school was struck by 

lightning, caught fire, and was determined to be 

beyond repair. The school program was 

relocated into temporary leased facilities and the 

building was demolished. The State acquired additional properties to expand 

the original site, and a replacement school was opened in 2016. 

 

15th Avenue 

     Opened: 1895 

     Additions: 1897, 1917, 1926 

     Original Name: Moses Bigelow 

 

15th Avenue School opened as a 

brick school building on 15th 

Avenue between South 14th and 

South 15th Streets. In 2011 the 

educational program at 15th Avenue 

was discontinued. The following year the building became part of the North 

Star Academy charter school system.  
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First Avenue (old) 

     Opened: 1928 

 

The original First Avenue School was a 

three story wood and brick structure built in 

1929 adjacent to the Newark School 

Stadium in the North Ward area of 

Newark. By the early 2000s the building 

was seriously over crowded. The old facility 

continued to be used as a school after the 

new First Avenue School opened in 2007, 

addressing overcrowding in other North Ward schools. In 2018 the school was 

renamed Salome Urena, after a Dominican poet and advocate for womenôs 

education. 

 

First Avenue (new) 

     Opened: 2007 

 

The new First Avenue School was 

planned and constructed to 

address the overcrowding at the 

old First Avenue School. The new school, designed with community input, 

opened in September, 2007. 

 

Dr. E Alma Flagg 

     Opened: 1984 

 

Dr. E. Alma Flagg Elementary School opened in 

1984. It is a concrete and brick building with 

very few windows, located on 7th Avenue 

between 3rd and 4th Streets. This school, and 

the Harold Wilson School on Muhammed Ali 

Boulevard, were designed and built at the same 

time. Both reflect a brief period when it was thought that having minimal 

windows would increase security and minimize distractions.  

 

14th Avenue 

     Opened: 1906 

     Addition: 1911 

Fourteenth Avenue School opened in 1906. It 

was a large brick building located on 14th 

Avenue between 8th and 9th streets. Starting  in 

the 1990s the school housed a special 

education program. In 2021 that program was 

relocated to the old Speedway School building, and the 14th Avenue building 

was renamed the Michelle Obama School, a magnet elementary school. 
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Franklin 

     Opened: 1889 

     Additions: 1895. 1903, 1907, 1922 

 

Franklin Elementary School opened in 

1889 on Park Avenue between Garside 

and Cutler Streets. There is a WPA 

mosaic in the school rotunda. 

                              

Garden Street 

     Opened: 1882 

 

Garden Street School opened in 1882 in a 

leased two classroom space on Garden 

Street near Pacific Street (in the East 

Ward). It was opened to relieve the 

overcrowding in Oliver Street School. In 

1884 South Street School opened, 

addressing the overcrowding issue, and 

the lease was not renewed. 

 

Hawkins Street 

     Opened: 1889 

     Additions: 1904, 1922 

 

Hawkins Street School opened in 1889 as 

a 9 classroom, brick school, eliminating the 

need for the leased Bowery Street School. 

Many of the students were the children of 

the workers at the rapidly growing 

Ballantine Brewery located in the 

Ironbound. 

 

Hawthorne Avenue 

     Opened: 1897 

     Additions: 1900, 1908, 1914 

 

Hawthorne Avenue School opened in 1897 as a school in Clinton Township. In 

1902 it became a Newark school when what was left of Clinton Township was 

annexed by Newark.  

  

The 1914 addition was determined to be in seriously deteriorated condition 

and was taken down in 2006. 
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Rafael Hernandez 

     Opened: 1994 

 

The Rafael Hernandez Elementary 

School opened in 1994 to address 

overcrowding in the North Ward. The 

school was named after the famous 

Puerto Rican songwriter. 

 

Gladys Hillman-Jones 

     Opened: 1856 

     Addition/Renovation: 1910, 1913, 1998 

     Original Name: The 8th Ward School 

     Later Named: Webster Street 

     Later Named: Webster Junior High 

     Later Named: Barringer Prep 

 

Opened in 1856 as the 8th Ward School. 

The name was later changed to the 

Webster Street School. In 1948 became 

Webster Junior High. During the 1990s the 

building was known as Barringer Prep, housing the 9th grade for Barringer High 

School. In 1996 Barringer Prep was closed and a major renovation was 

completed on the building. In 1999 the building reopened as Gladys Hillman 

Jones Middle School. In 2006 the school again became Barringer Prep. By 

2014 the full 9-12 program was housed at Barringer High School. Gladys 

Hillman-Jones became the Newark Early Childhood Center. In 2020 the early 

childhood center was relocated to Branch Brook, and the building was 

renamed Global Studies High School, a magnet high school focused on 

Chinese and Arabic culture and language. 

 

 

Holland Street 

     Opened: 1887 

 

Holland Street School was a two 

classroom space leased by the district, 

starting in 1887. The last reference to the 

school is in the districtôs 1893 annual 

report, indicating that the lease may have 

been discontinued after that. School was 

located two blocks away from the South 

10th Street School (later renamed Harriett 

Tubman).This was later the site of the West Newark German School. 
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Dr. William Horton 

      Opened: 1874 

      Replaced on site: 1884  

      Additions: 1897, 1914, 1960, 1976  

     Original name: North 7th Street 

 
The original school building opened in 1874 and was known as the North 7th 

Street School. In 1884 it was replaced by a new school building, and renamed 

the Garfield School, after the U.S. President who had been assassinated 3 

years earlier. The building was later renamed the Dr. William Horton School, 

honoring a respected former district 

administrator. 

 

 

 

 

 
Houston Street 

     Opened: 1879 

 

Houston Street School was a two 

classroom building erected by the 

district on leased space on Houston 

Street near New York Avenue. In 

1892 the addition to Ann Street 

School enabled that school to 

accommodate the students from 

Houston Street, and the district 

discontinued the lease on the 

property. As of 2023 the building was 

still standing. 
 

Ironbound Academy 

     Opened:  2022 

 

Ironbound Academy opened in 

September, 2022 in the former Saint 

Casmirôs School building. The building 

is leased by the district from the 

Catholic archdiocese. Initially the 

school opened with grades pre-K 

through 2, with a grade being added 

every year until it is a full pre-K ï 8 

elementary school.  
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Ivy Street/Ivy Hill 

     Opened: 1931 

     Addition: 1957 

The school opened in 1931 as Ivy Hill 

Elementary School. In 1935 it was converted 

into Ivy Street Junior High. In 1961 the junior 

high was closed and the building became 

Vailsburg High School. In 1988 Vailsburg 

High School closed. Most students were 

transferred to West Side High School. The 

Haitian/Creole bilingual program was moved to Central High School. The 

school became Vailsburg Middle School. In 2007 Vailsburg Middle was closed 

as area elementary schools were converted from K-5 to K-8 schools. The 

building became Ivy Street Elementary. 

Jefferson 

     Opened: 1870 

 

The Jefferson School was a two 

classroom school in space the district 

rented on the first floor of a brick, two 

story building located on Elizabeth 

Avenue and Bigelow Street, two blocks 

from where Malcolm X Shabazz High 

School now stands. The two year lease was not renewed in 1872. 

Johnson Avenue 

     Opened: 1907 

 

The Johnson Avenue School was a 2 

classroom facility opened in 1907 in a leased 

space to address overcrowding at the Charlton 

Street School. The building was deemed very 

inadequate, and was closed and reopened 

several times until the need for classroom 

space was met by the 1913 addition to Miller 

Street. Additional land was then purchased by 

the district and South Side High School (later Malcolm X Shabazz High 

School) was constructed on the site. 

John F. Kennedy 

     Opened: 1968 

 

The John F. Kennedy School opened in 1968 

as a school for children with severe physical 

disabilities. The school included provision for 

aquatic therapy with a layout and furniture 

designed to meet the physical needs and 

limitations of these students. 
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

     Original School Building: 1873 

     New Building Opened: 1962 

     Original Name: South 8th Street 

 

The school was originally named the South 8th 

street school, located between South 8th and 

South 9th Streets, just south of Central Avenue. In 1961 the old school building 

was demolished, and a new school opened in 1962. In 1971 the school was 

renamed the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. School. The school was closed in 

2011. The building is now the North Star Academy Fairmount Elementary 

School. 

 

Lafayette Street 

     Opened: 1849 

     Additions: 1863, 1881, 1904 

 

Opened in 1849, Lafayette Street is the 

oldest school building still in u se as a 

school in the state. The school was 

originally called the Fifth Ward School. 

As shown in the picture here, the original 

two story brick building was located in 

front of the much larger addition. 

 

Lawrence Street 

     Opened: 1873 

     Addition: 1890 

 

Lawrence Street School opened in 1873. It 

was a brick building with twelve 

classrooms, located on Lawrence Street 

between Market and Commerce Streets. 

Lawrence Street no longer exists, and the 

school site is now included in the Newark Gateway complex near Penn 

Station. 

 

Lincoln 

     Opened: 1908 

 

Lincoln School was opened in 1908 in a 12 

classroom brick school building located at 

87 Richelieu Terrace.  An addition was 

added in the 1930s as a WPA project. 
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Livingston Street 

     Opened: 1894 

 

The Livingston Street School opened in 

1894 in rented facilities to address 

overcrowding. The district discontinued 

the lease when the 1900 addition to the 

18th Avenue School was completed. 

 

Lock Street 

     Opened: 1866 

 

The Lock Street School opened in 1866. 

It was a two story brick building located 

on Lock Street between Sussex and 

Central Avenues.  The school was 

discontinued in 1872 when the Central 

Avenue School opened. 

 

Madison Avenue 

     Opened: 1905 

     Additions: 1912, 1926 

 

Opened in 1905 as the South 16th Street 

School. In 1912 there was a major 

addition, moving the main entrance on to 

Madison Avenue, and the name was 

changed to Madison Avenue School. In 

1917 was converted into a junior high. The school is now the Newark Legacy 

Charter School. 

Maple Avenue 

     Opened: 1924 

 

Maple Avenue School opened in 1924 to 

address the growing population in the 

cityôs South Ward. In 2016 Maple 

Avenue was included among 11 

properties conveyed by the district to the 

Newark Housing Authority. In 2018 

Maple Avenue was sold to BN Property 

LLC., with plans to convert the building 

into a residential complex. It later became a Kipp charter school site. 
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Maple Avenue Annex  

      Opened: 1954 

 

The Maple Avenue Annex building was 

acquired by the district in 1954 to 

address the overcrowding at Maple 

Avenue, with grades preK-2 attending 

the Annex and grades 3-8 at the main 

building.  

 

In 2016 Maple Avenue Annex was included among 11 properties conveyed by 

the district to the Newark Housing Authority.  In 2018 the property was sold to 

Newark Beth Israel Hospital and the building was demolished. 

 

Market Street 

     Opened: 1856 

     Addition: 1883 

 

Market Street School opened in 

1856, across the street from the 

Court House (the site is now part 

of the Essex County College 

campus). It continued as an 

elementary school until 1868, 

when the students were 

transferred to either Washington Street School or Burnet Street School. In the 

1890s it was designated by the district as a ñColored Schoolò. The district 

officially ended segregation in 1909. The 1911 city atlas identifies the building 

as the Normal School, and the 1927 city atlas identifies the building as a 

ñPublic School Clinicò. 

 

Marshall Street 

     Opened: 1882 

     Addition: 1889 

 

Marshall Street School opened in 1882 as a 

four classroom facility on Marshall Street 

near Coeôs Place. The facility was initially 

leased and recorded as a branch of 

Washington Street School. The building was 

purchased by the district in 1888, and 

enlarged in 1889. The school was closed in 

1903. The building demolished to become part of the site for Coeôs Place 

School (opened in 1913) 
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McKinley 

     Opened: 1899 

     Original Building Replaced: 1915 

     Addition: 1959 

 

McKinley Elementary School opened in 

1899. Originally named 8th Avenue School, 

the schoolôs name was changed when the 

street was renamed for the assassinated 

president. In 1933 McKinley became a junior 

high school. It was later reconfigured back 

into a K-8 elementary school. In the 1950s 

7th Avenue Elementary, located next to 

McKinley, was demolished to create a play 

and parking area for the school. 

Miller Street 

     Opened: 1881    

    Additions: 1887, 1900, 1913, 1963  

 

Miller Street School opened in 1881. In 

2016 Miller Street was one of 11 

properties conveyed by the district to the 

Newark Housing Authority, and in 2018 it 

was sold to Claremont Properties Inc. 

 

Monmouth Street 

     Opened: 1887 

     Addition: 1896 

 

Opened in 1887, Monmouth Street School 

was a brick building with sixteen classrooms 

located on Monmouth Street between Spruce 

and Montgomery Streets. The school was 

demolished and replaced in 1963 by Quitman 

Street School on the same site. 

 

Morton Street 

     Opened: 1851 

     Additions: 1861, 1869, 1881, 1898,  

                      1909 

     Original Name: Sixth Ward School 

 

Opened in 1851 at the corner of Morton 

and Broome Streets. Known as the Sixth 

Ward School. Later renamed the Joseph 

E. Hayes School, then the Morton Street  
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Elementary School. In 2007 Morton Street Elementary School closed and the 

building became the West Side High School 9th Grade Success Academy. In 

2010 the ninth grade students were moved back into the main West Side High 

building, and American History High School moved into the Morton Street 

building. In 2016 Morton Street was one of 11 properties conveyed by the 

district to the Newark Housing Authority, and in 2018 it was sold to the Friends 

of the Marion P. Thomas Charter School. 

 

Mount Vernon 

     Opened: 1954 

     Addition: 1996 

 

Mount Vernon Elementary School opened in 1954. 

The school included a branch of the Newark Public 

Library, which was later closed by the City due to 

limited funding. 

                                                                

Nelson Mandela 

     Opened:  2023 

 

Nelson Mandela Elementary School 

opened in September, 2023. The school is 

located in the site previously occupied by 

the University Heights Charter School, 

which was shut down by the State in 2022. 

The primary grades (pre-K ï 3) will be 

housed in the building leased by the district from Bethany Baptist Church, 

While the upper grades (5 ï 8) will be housed in the building across the street 

at 66-78 Morris Avenue. The Morris Avenue building was built in 1912 as a hat 

factory, and was retrofitted as a school in 2012. 

 

Newton Street 

     Opened: 1867 

     Additions: 1868, 1873, 1900, 1904, 1913 

 

Newton Street School opened in 1867 as a brick 

and wood structure building. The original building 

was badly damaged by a fire in June of 1871, 

rebuilt and reopened the following November.  

The school was closed in the early 2010s, and 

reopened as the Sir Isaac Newton Elementary School in 2020. The Sir Isaac 

Newton School is a magnet elementary with a program focused on math and 

science.  
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Newton Street Annex 

     Opened: 1897 

 

The Newton Street Annex was a one room 

space located at 155 Newton Street leased by 

the district to address overcrowding at the 

Newton Street School. The two year lease was not renewed in 1899.  

   

 

Michelle Obama 

     Opened: 2021 

 

Michelle Obama Elementary School opened in 2021. It is 

located in the former 14th Avenue School building. The 

school opened with grades preK to 2, with an additional 

grade being added every year until it is a preK to 8 

elementary school. The school shares the goals of the 

former First Lady; community, kindness and wellness.  

 

 

Oliver Street (old) 

     Opened: 1869 

     Additions: 1903, 1915, 1922 

     Original Name: Carter Street 

 

The original Oliver Street School opened in 1869. 

In 2016, when the Oliver Street School program 

moved into the new building, the South Street 

school program was relocated into the old Oliver 

Street School building. In 2018 the new South 

Street School opened and the old Oliver Street was renamed the East Ward 

Elementary School. 

 

Oliver Street (new) 

     Opened: 2016 

The new Oliver Street School, located two 

blocks further west on Oliver Street from 

the original school, opened in 2016. All 

students from the old Oliver Street School 

transferred to the new building. 
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Park School 

     Opened: 2009 

The new Park Elementary School opened 

in September, 2009. Located on Verona 

Avenue, adjacent to Brach Brook Park 

(close to the Cherry Blossom Festival 

Pavilion), the school drew students from 

Ridge Street and Abington Avenue Elementary Schools, thereby reducing the 

overcrowding at those two schools. 

 

Floyd Paterson  

The building was built in 1951 and originally 

housed the Bet Yeled Folk School (a Jewish 

community  school). It was purchased by the 

district an became the Floyd Paterson School 

for classified students. The educational 

program was discontinued in 1992 when the 

state passed and implemented ñleast restrictive 

environmentò regulations. For the next four 

years the building housed the Newark School of Fine Arts, until the district 

ended funding for that program. In 1999 the building became the districtôs 

Benjamin Banneker Science Center. That program was discontinued in 2011. 

The building was one of 12 properties conveyed to the Newark Housing 

Authority in 2016. In 2018 the property was sold to the Hanini Group.  

  

Peshine Avenue 

     Opened: 1911 

     Addition: 1963    

The original school building was 

known as the Berkeley School, in 

Clinton Township. On March 11, 

1902 what was left of Clinton 

Township was annexed into 

Newark, In 1911 the current 

Peshine Avenue School building opened. The school was built to relieve 

overcrowding at Bergen Street School. In 2010 the school became part of the 

districtôs Brick Academy program. The school is now the site of Team 

Academy, part of the Kipp Academy charter school system. 
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Prospect Avenue 

     Opened: 1902 

 

The Prospect Avenue School opened in 1902 

at the intersection of Chancellor and 

Elizabeth Avenues. When it opened it was 

part of Clinton Township. However, within a 

year what was left of Clinton Township (after 

Irvington, Maplewood and East Orange had 

become separate towns) became part of 

Newark, and Prospect Street became Chancellor Avenue. The school was 

closed when Chancellor Avenue School opened in 1934. 

 

 

Quitman Street 

     Opened: 1963 

 

Opened in 1963, Quitman Street replaced 

the Monmouth Street School, which stood 

on the same site. The school has included 

a variety of community service programs, 

including a community health clinic and a 

branch of the YM/YWCA. 

 

 

Regional Day 

     Opened: 1983 

 

Funded by the State, using bond funds 

approved in a 1974 state-wide referendum, 

the school opened in 1983 for students 

classified as Multiply Handicapped, 

Emotionally Disturbed, and Autistic. 

 

 

 

Ridge Street 

     Opened: 1911 

 

Ridge Street Elementary School opened in 

1911. It is the only school ever built in 

Newark in the Romantic Revival/Flemish 

Renaissance style. As such it is 

considered to be of historical significance. 

Construction of the building was funded by the Heller Family.  
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Roseville Avenue 

     Opened: 1884 

     Addition: 1903 

 

Opened in 1884 to replace a previous school 

that had been built on Roseville Avenue. In 

2016 Roseville Avenue was one of eleven 

properties conveyed by the district to the 

Newark Housing Authority. In 2018 the 

property was sold to BN Properties LLC. 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Avenue 

     Opened: 1899 

 

The 7th Avenue School opened in 1899 in a ten 

classroom brick school building on the corner of 7th 

Avenue and Factory Street (Across from the start of 

Garside Avenue.) It was also next to Saint Lucyôs 

Church, and was referred to in the community as ñthe 

Italian Schoolò. The school was demolished in the 

1950s and a parking lot used by McKinley and Saint 

Lucyôs was built on the site. 

 

South Street 

     Opened: 1884 

     Addition: 1900 

     Replaced: 2019 

 

South Street Elementary School opened 

in 1884. Originally opened as an 

elementary school, South Street later 

became a K-4 school, with students 

attending Oliver Street School for grades 

5-8. In 2019 a new South Street School 

building was opened across the street 

from the original building.  
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South 8th Street 

     Opened: 1873 

     Additions: 1900, 1906, 1907 

     New building opened on site: 1962 

 

South 8th Street School opened in 1873. It 

was a two story brick building with the 

primary grades on the first floor and the 

grammar school on the second floor. In 1961 

the school was closed so that the original 

building could be demolished and a new building constructed. The new school 

building opened in 1962. In 1971 the name of the school was changed to Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School. 

 

 

South Market Street 

     Opened: 1857 

 

School opened in 1857 as the PS#9. It 

was located at the intersection of 

South Market and Mott Streets. In 

1893 the first kindergarten in the city 

was opened at South Market. The 

elementary school program was 

discontinued in the 1920s. In the early 

1950s the building was used as an 

annex for East Side High School until 

the addition to East Side was 

completed in 1955. In the 1960s the building was destroyed in a fire. 

 

In 2006 the district entered into an agreement with an outside provider by 

which the district retained title to the property while the provider built and 

operated an early childhood center for district 3 and 4-year olds on the site. 
 

 

South 17th Street 

     Opened: 1908 

     Additions: 1950, 1973 

 

The South Seventeenth Street 

Elementary School opened in 1908 as a 

ñschool for the feeble mindedò.  Itôs 

original name was the West Side School, 

reflecting the fact that it was across the 

street from the countyôs West Side Park.  
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South 16th Street 

     Opened: 1905 

 

South 16th Street School was located in a 

leased space at the intersection of South 16th 

Street and Madison Avenue. The lease was 

discontinued when the South 17th Street 

School opened in 1908. 

 

 

South 10th Street Annex 

     Opened: 1898 

  

Opened in 1898 on Blum Street to address 

overcrowding at the South 10th Street School (later 

renamed as the Harriett Tubman School). In 1930 

the school was renamed the Woodland Avenue 

Adjustment School. 

     

                                          

Speedway (old) 

     Opened: 1916 

     Addition: 1972 

 

Speedway Elementary opened in 1916 

as a brick building on Speedway Avenue 

between Dassing and South Orange 

Avenues. It was built to relieve the 

overcrowding at Alexander Street 

School. In 1911 the students moved into 

the new Speedway School, and the old 

building became a charter school. In 2019 the charter school closed, and in 

2021 the old Speedway building reopened as a district school, housing the 

special education program previously located at 14th Avenue. 

 

 

Speedway (new) 

     Opened: 2011 

 

The new Speedway Elementary School 

opened in 1911, replacing the original 

Speedway Elementary School, and also 

providing some relief for the overcrowding 

in other West Ward schools. 
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Louise A. Spencer 

     Opened: 1976 

 

The Louise A. Spence School opened in 1976 

at the intersection of Muhammed Ali Boulevard 

and Somerset Street, on a site close to the 

former Charlton Street School. The 

construction was part of the urban rehabilitation 

that was taking place in that neighborhood. 

 

Spruce Street 

     Opened: 1871 

 

Spruce Street School opened in a two 

story brick building in 1871. It was 

located at the corner of Spruce Street 

with Boyd and Livingston Streets, 

across the street from where the new 

Central High School now stands. It was 

a two story brick building. It was later 

renamed the 18th Avenue School.           

 

State Street  

 (Oldest school building still standing in 

the city of Newark) 

     Opened: 1845 

    Additions: 1882, 1887     

 

The school opened in 1845 as the State 

Street Binet School.  In 1870 the districtôs 

ñSchool for the Coloredò was transferred 

from the Franklin School house on Fair 

Street the State Street School. In 1874 it 

was moved to a four classroom building behind the Commerce Street School 

and in the 1890s again relocated to the Market Street School building. In 1909 

segregation as an official district policy ended and the various ñschools for the 

coloredò were discontinued. Between 1874 and 1911 State Street served as an 

elementary school, and later as an annex for Barringer High School. In 1911 the 

State Street School building was designated as ña school for defectivesò. It 

continues as such until 1949. In 1950 State Street was discontinued as a school 

and the building became an audio/visual resource center.  

 

In 2016 State Street was one of 12 properties convened by the district to the 

Newark Housing Authority. In 2018 the building was sold to the Hanini Group. In 

2021 there were plans for the building to be restored and become the home of 

the Newark Boys Choir and a district museum.  
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Summer Place 

     Opened: 1903 

 

Summer Place Elementary School opened on a 

small lot in 1903. The school was later 

demolished. 

 

In 2006 the district entered into an agreement 

with an outside provider by which the district 

retained title to the property while the provider 

built and operated an early childhood center for 

district 3 and 4-year olds on the site. 

Sussex Avenue 

     Opened: 1900 

     Additions: 1954, 1996 

 

Sussex Avenue School opened in 

1900 as a brick school building 

located at the corner of Sussex 

Avenue and 3rd Street. 

 

 

Sussex Avenue Annex 

     Opened: 1870  

      

Located across the street from Sussex 

Avenue School, the building was purchased 

by the district to provide relief for 

overcrowding in the main building. Around 

2007 the instructional program at the building 

was discontinued.  

 

Third Ward School 

     Opened: 1844 

 

First school building erected in Newark with 

public money.  It was located on part of a lot 

bounded by Court, Hill, Halsey and Broad 

Streets.  It was named the Third Ward School. 

Up to this time, free public education had been 

carried on in rented buildings. It was a two 

story brick building. Boys attended classes on 

the second floor, girls on the first floor. 
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Thirteenth Avenue School 

     Opened: 1971 

 

Thirteenth Avenue School, 

located on Thirteenth Avenue 

between South 8th and South 9th 

Streets, was opened in 1971.  

When it opened it was the 

largest elementary school in the 

district. (It should not be 

confused with the first 13th Avenue School, which was opened in 1888 on the 

corner of 13th Avenue and Richmond Street and was later renamed Robert 

Treat Elementary. ) In 1913 the name was expanded to be 13th Avenue/Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr, after the district had transferred the Dr. King school 

building on South 8th Street to North Star Academy. 

 

Thomas Street 

     Opened: 1876  

 

The Thomas Street School opened in 

a leased space in a chapel in 1876.  It 

was a two floor building, with a single 

classroom on each floor. The lease 

was discontinued when South Street 

School opened in 1890. 

 

Robert Treat 

     Opened: 1888 

     Original Name: 13th Avenue 

     Later Named: Marcus Garvey 

     Later Named: Redirection HS  

 

Opened in 1888 as 13th Avenue 

Elementary School, the school was 

later renamed in honor of the 

founder of the city. In 1917 the 

school was converted into a junior 

high. In 1931 the districtôs school 

for the blind was moved into Robert Treat School. In 1935 the school for the 

blind was moved again, this time to Newton Street. Robert Treat became a 

junior high. In 1961 Robert Treat again became an elementary school.  In 

1965 the African Free School was established on the 3rd floor of the school, 

founded by Le Roi Jones (Amiri Baraka). In 1970 the African Free School 

became a district school, renamed the Marcus Garvey School.  In 1981 

Marcus Garvey closed and the building was used to house the districtôs 

truancy task force and the Educational Center for Youth.  
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In 1985 Marcus Garvey reopened as an alternative school. In 1990 Marcus 

Garvey became Redirection High School. In 1998 Redirection High School 

merged with West Kinney Alternative High School. In 2004 the school building 

was demolished as the site became part of the location of Science Park HS   

 

 

Harriet Tubman 

     Opened: 1877 

     Addition: 1974 

     Original Name: West Newark 

     Later Named: South 10th Street 

 

The West Newark School opened in 

1877, replacing the Blum Avenue 

School, which had classes in rented 

space in a church. The school was later renamed the South 10th Street School, 

and later again renamed as Harriett Tubman Elementary School. 

 

 

Wall Street 

     Opened: 1880 

Wall Street Primry School opened 

in 1880 in space leased in a 

building on Wall Street. The school 

consisted of two classrooms. The 

two year lease was discontinued in 

1882 with the opening of the 

Hamburg Place School (now Wilson 

Avenue).    

 

 

Walnut Street 

     Opened: 1863 

     Addition: 1877, 1908 

 

 Also known as the 10th Ward School, 

Walnut Street School opened in 1863. It 

was a two story brick building located on 

three lots on Walnut Street and four lots 

on New York Avenue in the middle of the 

block between Jefferson and Adams 

Streets. 
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Warren Street 

     Opened: 1892 

     Addition: 1908 

      

Warren Street School opened in 1892 as an 

elementary school to address the 

overcrowding in that area of the city. The 

school accommodated students who had 

previously attended Wickliffe Street and 

Central Avenue Schools. 

 

In the 1970s and 80s the area around 

Warren Street underwent major changes, 

including the growth of Rutgers-Newark, 

NJIT and Essex County College and a 

significant decline in the number of school-

aged students. The school was closed in 

2006 as part of a reorganization of the schools in the Central Ward. In 2007 

the school became American History High School. In 2008 American History 

High moved to the Morton Street School building and the Warren Street 

building again closed.  

 

In 2016 Warren Street was one of eleven properties conveyed by the district to 

the Newark Housing Authority. In 2018 it was sold to Claremont Properties Inc. 

It was later resold to NJIT. In 2021 it was demolished and a new university 

dormitory was built on the site. Several structural elements of the school were 

saved and incorporated into the dormitory building. 

 

 

 

Washington Street 

     Opened: 1868 

     Addition: 1904 

 

Initially opened as a school for the blind. In 

1931 the school for the blind program was 

moved to Robert Treat and the use of the 

Washington Street building as a school was 

discontinued. Initially the district rented the 

building to the city for $1.00/year for use as 

a rooming house. The building was later 

demolished. 
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Waverly Avenue 

     Opened: 1892 

     Addition: 1909 

 

Waverly Avenue School opened in 1892. It was 

a brick building, with eight classrooms, located 

on Waverly Avenue between Bergen and Kipp 

Streets. The school was closed in 1977. The 

school was later demolished, and the property 

sold. The location is now in a residential 

development. 

Wickliffe Street 

     Opened: 1849 

 

Also referred to as the Boyôs Industrial School 

 

Opened in 1849 on property donated to the 

school district. Within 20 years the school was 

determined to be too small to meet the needs 

of the community. District annual reports 

reference renting ñWickliffe Street Annexò space to address the overcrowding. 

In 1872 the Central Avenue School building opened and the student body was 

divided between the two schools. In 1892 Warren Street School opened, again 

providing additional capacity and the Wickliffe Street Annex was discontinued.  

 

William Street 

     Opened: 1896 

 

William Street School opened in 1896 as a four 

classroom school in a leased facility at 184 Williams 

Street (identified in the 1901 Newark Atlas as Turn 

Halle) The two year lease was discontinued in 1889. 

Harold Wilson 

     Opened: 1984 

 

Harold Wilson opened in 1984 as a school for special 

education students. This school, and the Dr. E. Alma 

Flagg School, were designed and built and the same 

time, and reflect a brief period were there was thought 

that having minimal windows increased security and minimized distractions in 

the school. In 1991 the special education school was closed and Harold 

Wilson became a professional development/demonstration school for the 

district. In 1996 Harold Wilson becomes a middle school. In 2005 the school is 

closed as part of the reorganization of the schools in the Central Ward. Since 

then the building has been used by the districtôs facilities and maintenance 
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Wilson Avenue 

     Opened: 1882 

     Additions: 1886, 1900, 1906, 

1925 

     Original Name: Hamburg Place  

 

Hamburg Place School opened in 

1882 as a brick facility on 

Hamburg Place, near the 

intersection of Hamburg Place and 

Ferry Street. The school was later 

renamed the Monteith School.  After the First World War Hamburg Place was 

renamed Wilson Avenue, and the school was also renamed as Wilson Avenue 

School. Hamburg Place (Wilson Avenue) was the first school built in Newark 

that included a gymnasium. From that point on gymnasiums were included in 

the plans for all new schools. 

 

Woodland School 

     Opened: 1910 

 

Originally named the South 10th 

Street School, in 1930 it was 

renamed as the Woodland School 

and designated as an ungraded 

school for incorrigible students. The 

school was located at the 

intersection of Woodland Avenue 

and South 10th Street, across the 

street from Woodland Cemetery. It continued to serve as a special education 

school until it was closed in 1975. 

 

 

Woodside School 

     Opened: 1876 

  

The Woodside School was located at the junction of Cottage Street and ñthe 

Old Road to Bellevilleò (now McCarter Highway), in an area that had been 

Woodside Township until it was annexed by Newark in 1871. The school was 

a one floor, two room wooden building leased by the district. The school was 

discontinued in 1881 when the new Elliott Street School was built. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOLS & JUNIOR HIGHS 
Camden Middle 

     Opened: 1973 

 

Camden Middle School opened in 1973, adjacent 

to Camden Street Elementary School.  In 1911 

the district closed the middle school, and the 

building became the Peoples Preparatory 

Charter School. 

 

 

Clinton Place Junior High 

     Opened: 1957 

     Later Named: University HS 

 

Opened in 1957 as Clinton Place Junior High. 

The junior high closed in the spring of 1981, 

and the building became University High School 

the following September. 

 

 

Gladys Hillman Jones 

     Opened: 1856 

     Addition/Renovation: 1910, 1913, 1998 

     Original Name: Summer Avenue 

     Later Named: Webster Street 

     Later Named: Webster Junior High 

     Later Named: Barringer Prep 

 

Opened in 1856 as Summer Avenue School, 

later renamed Webster Street School. In 

1948 became Webster Junior High. From 

19XX to 1996 the building was known as Barringer Prep, housing the 9th grade 

for Barringer High School. In 1996 Barringer Prep was closed and a major 

renovation was completed on the building.  

 

In 1996 the building reopened as Gladys Hillman Jones Middle School. In 2006 

the school again becomes Barringer Prep. By 2014 the full 9-12 program was 

housed at Barringer High School. Gladys Hillman-Jones became the Newark 

Early Childhood Center. In 2020 the early childhood program was relocated to 

Branch Brook, and the school was renamed Global Studies High School, a 

magnet high school with a focus on Arabic and Chinese language and culture. 
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Luis Munoz Marin 

     Opened: 1956 

 

Opened in 1956 as Broadway 

Elementary School and Broadway 

Junior High (the two schools in a 

wing of the building.) In 1991 the 

middle school was renamed Luis Munoz Marin. (Marin was the first elected 

governor of Puerto Rico). In 2013 the two schools were merged by the district 

into a single k-8 school. 

 

Vailsburg Middle      

     Opened: 1931 

     Addition: 1957 

 

Opened in 1931 as Ivy Hill 

Elementary School. In 1935 it was 

converted into Ivy Street Junior High. 

In 1961 the junior high was closed 

and the building became Vailsburg 

High School. In 1988 Vailsburg High 

School closed. Most students were transferred to West Side High School. The 

Haitian/Creole bilingual program was moved to Central High School. The 

school became Vailsburg Middle School. In 2007 Vailsburg Middle was closed 

as area elementary schools were converted from K-5 to K-8 schools. The 

building became Ivy Street Elementary. 

 

 

West Kinney Junior High 

     Opened: 1957 

 

Opened in 1957 as West Kinney 

Junior High, taking the program that 

had been at Cleveland, which reverted 

to an elementary school. In 1984 the 

junior high program was closed. In 

1985 West Kinney Alternative High 

School opened. In 1998 the 

Redirection High School program merged with the West Kinney Alternative 

High School program. Under the Cami Anderson administration the school 

was closed. In 2019 the building reopened as Newark Vocational High School. 
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HIGH SCHOOLS 
American History High 

     Opened: 2008 

      

American History High was established by 

the district in 2008, and was originally located 

in the Warren Street School. It was later 

relocated to the Morton Street School 

building. It is currently located in the former 

Montgomery Academy building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts High 

     Opened: 1931 

     Addition: 1996 

     Original Name: School of Fine 

Arts 

 

Opened in 1931 as the countryôs first 

public high school for the fine arts. In 

1993 the school was temporarily 

relocated to the former Newark College/COED building on Broadway to allow 

for major renovations to the school. The school moved back to the building on 

Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd in 1996, after the renovations and addition were 

completed. 

 

Barringer  

     Opened: 1899 

     New Building: 1963 

Opened in 1899 as Newark High 

School (replacing the original Newark 

High School located on Washington 

and Linden Streets) on a site known 

as ñGoats Hillò. Renamed in honor of 

former Superintendent William 

Barringer in 1908.  
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In 1925 the districtôs first accredited 

Evening High School, "meeting all state 

standards for day high schoolò was 

established at Barringer. In 1947 

Newark Evening School was relocated 

into Central High School. 

 

Replaced by the new (present) 

Barringer when that building opened in 

1964. The old Barringer was 

demolished, initially providing outdoor 

space for the school, and later primarily providing parking for the school. 

 

Samuel Beliner 

     Opened:  1980 

 

Named after former distict principal 

Samuel Berliner, who was an ardent 

advocate for programs to meet the 

needs of classified students. The school initially provided educational 

programs for special needs students. During the administration of Cami 

Anderson that program was discontinued, and the building became the home 

of the districtôs Early Childhood Center-Central 

 

Central (0ld) 

     Opened: 1912 

     Additions: 1923, 1974 

 

Opened in 1912 as the 

Central Commercial and 

Manual Training High 

School, later shortened to 

Central High School. In 1947 

Newark Evening High 

School was relocated from 

Barringer High School to 

Central High School. Newark Evening School moved to West Side High 

School in 1977.  

 

In 1974 a major addition was added to the school, eliminating the grand front 

façade of the school on High Street (now Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd) and 

adding a new gymnasium and swimming pool. 

 

In 2009, when the new Central High School opened, the old Central High 

School building was sold to NJIT for use as a classroom building. 
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Central (new) 

     Opened: 2097 

 

The new Central High School opened in 

2009 located on a site closer to where most 

of the schoolôs students lived. The cityôs 

Nate Turner Park, located across the street 

from the new Central High School, was 

designed and developed at the same time 

as the high school, with significant input 

from the high school and district students and staff.  

 

Clover St Industrial, James Street Industrial 

and Mulberry Street Industrial 

     Opened: 1872 

 

In 1854 the Board of Education approved the 

establishment of industrial schools ñto afford 

the opportunity of moral and intellectual 

education to the children of want and 

destitutionò Three schools, the Clover Street 

School (on Clover Street near Merchant Street) 

James Street School (located at 8 James 

Street) and Mulberry Street School, were 

established.  

 

All three were leased spaces, in 

partnership with industrial corporations, 

providing basic educational programs 

during day the and more so in the 

evenings for apprentices.  

 

In 1925 the county took over the 

operation of the vocational schools.  

 

Data Science & Information Technology 

     Opened:  2021 

 

In 2021 the district opened the School of 

Data Science and Information Technology. 

The school was located in the leased 

former Saint Johns Ukranian School 

building (746 Sanford Avenue). The school 

opened as a magnet high school for 

students interested in careers in data and 

computer technology. 
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